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THE 


PREFACE. 


| HE Enterprize may 
ſeem too daring, for one 
of. my ſmall Figure to meddle 
with a Subjett , which I muſt 
confeſs to be ſo Great and Sub- 
lime, that 'tis far above all my 
Power ever to do it Fuſtice. 
And this Objection flying in ns 
Face, would have ſoyp's my 
Hand; had not I help d my ſelf 
over it with the following Re. 
Hectlion, That none who has 
the uſe of Reaſon; but may be 
allowed to Conſider and Ad- 
| mire, - 


\R 
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- . mire, even that which is in- 
finitely beyond his reach to De- 

fine and Comprehend. Tea, 

where I am bound to have 
GOD even in all my Thoughts, 
| and cannot chuſe, indeed, but 
| be ever and a-non Thinking of 
Him that Made me, I muſt 
needs frame ſomeNotions, ( ſuch 
as can attain to conceive, ) of 
his Divine Perfeftions : And 

_ thoſe Notious, which ( for the 
ald ef Memory, and the deep- 
| er to imprint em on my Mind,) 
Is endeavour to cloath in ſome 
| agreeable Expreſſions, They 
that are not capable of riſing 
much higher than I do, may not 
| count beneath ſome of their Re- 
| gard. N 
But when I further bethink 


—— 


The Preface:  - 
my ſelf , Who is ſufficient for 
_ theſe” things? I cannot deny, 
That it makes me Tremble at 
the Attempt , and much more 
Diffident than Proud of his 
Performance; which isa poor lit- 
tle Eſlay, hort even of my own 
S atisfaction, and that will be pa- 
tient of ſubmitting to many Cor- 
rections from better Hand- 
Tea, tis capable of Additi- 
ons, even in Infinitum, from 
the' very beſt. en Penn WHY 
Tet ſuch as it is, I will ad- 
venture it through the Cenſures - - 
of the Learned, and the Con- 
tempt of the Criticks, Only for 
the: hopes that it may prove of 
fome Uſe and Pleaſure: to the 
Contemplative and the De- 
vout; who have a taſte to Re- 
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liſp what is Pious, though it be 


not beightued with the Piquant : 
nd fache am ſure,willnot nau- 
ſeate any ſuitable Entertain- 
ments 1 the Mund, merely 


becauſe the Ss is But ordi- 


wary. 


In Magnis Voluiſſe fr eſt, 


Anil. here I have ſbe 2 A 


Defire, to do what = cou 
where I could not go ſo far as 


J would, Let that which is 


Defective, then, be charg d upon 
Infirmity : and for any 
thing in it that ſhall tend te 
Edify, may the G O D whom 
7 Contemplate and Admire have 
a the G alory. 
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The atrodufton, 


'ONDER 3s ac- 
. counted ſuch an off- 
ſpring of Ignorance, 

that {ome —_ would be thought 
- to Know every thing, are very: 
hy to profeſs their Wonder at: 
any thing. 

And yet for all their Preten- 
fon even to the univerſal Com- 
. y _—_ eaſily might 
one 


2: Serious Thoughts of 
one put em to the Non-plus, 
with variety of Enquiries into 


ſome of the moſt Common 


things, which they think them- 


ſelves never ſo able to ſee 


through? 

And indeed, to the Contem- 
plative Soul, even the Conſtant 
Works of Nature do all appear 
2 perpetual courſe of Men- 
ders. 


But ( in this Deepeſt of all 


Subjects, When I turn my 
Thoughts to Contemplate the In- 
comprehenſible. GOD, where 
my Ignorance is ſo incompara- 
bly greater than my Know- 
ledge; never ſhall I be afhamed, 
to make up with humble Adini- 
rution, what I dare not ever pre- 
tend to make out in any perfect 

Demonſtratiuunn. 
Nor will J offer at any aftir- 
mative Anſwer to Zopbar s: gra- 
Wes k | velling 


N 


The Wonderful GOD. 3 

velling Queſtion, 'Fob rx.: 7 
Canſt thou by Senrebing find out 
G O D? Canſt thou find cut th 


Almighty to Perfect ion? No. His 


Majeſty is too Bright and Glo- 
rious, for any Mortal to run 
upon; and his Infinite Being 
and all his undonceivable Per- 
fections, no further to be under- 
ſtood: by us than from what 
we can ſpell: out of his Word, 
and his. /orks, that we have be- 
fore us. 2 8 9 

And O how little is that, to 
what is {till more to be known 
of Him! Enough only to ſet us 
acomplaining, with Fob; Chap. 
33- 9. Behold I go forward, but- 
be is not there: and backward , 
but I cannot perceive him: On tbe 
Left hand where he does Work, 
But I cannot Behold him: He hides 
himſelf en the Right hand, that I 


c mot See him. Every way he 
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4 Serious Thoughts of 
is too hard for me: and I can 
find no Ability to deal with 
ſuch an Infinite Majeſty. —- 
Greatly do I value my ſelf, 
upon the Capacity that he has 
given me of knowing Him: 
and how fhould I Glory, to 
Know the Lord ! Jer. 9. 24. For 
what more "Entertaining and 
Raviſhing, to Tranſport us with 
Raptures of Joy, as well as Won- 
der; when we make but any 
lively Diſcoveries of the Great 
and Bleſſed Author of our own 
and of all Being elſe in the- 
World? Tis Life Eternal to 
Know Him. Fob. 17. 3. For when 
we Exalt him in our Thoughts, 
He will Exalt us in his King- 
dom. Pſal. 91. 14. I will ſet him 
ou High, ( ſaith the Lord con- 
cerning his ſervant, ) Becauſe 
he hath Known my Name. There- 
fore would I Know more of 

| „ G OD, 


D—_— 7 
* * 


The Wonderful GOD. 5$ 
G O D, Not to feed my Curio- 


ſity and Oſtentation ; but to 
raiſe my Piety and Devotion.: 


Yea, to ſecure my ſupreme Fe- 


licity and ene Salva- 
tion. 


But alas, How luth a: Portion - 
is beard of Him! Job 26. 14. 
more new and glorious Diſco- 


veries here are to be made, e- 


ven for ever. And ſtill I am 
(as an humble Probationer and 


eager Learner, ) upon the. Queſt, 
following onto Know the Lord. 


Where, ( to ſpeak after. the. 
great and good Biſhop Hall 7 Ep. 
4. Dec.) If 1 can give any Light, 
"tis well. 15 the leaſt 22 of 
this Knowledge is worth all the fuil 
Gleams of human earthly Skill, — 
Here alone, As we can Adore, and 
not Conceive ;- ſo we' can Con- 
ceive and not Utter : Yea, Utter 
eur ſelves „and not he Conceived. 


6 Serious Thoughts of 
— your Thoughts are come t0 
the Higheſt, Stay there; and be con- 
tcp? 50 Wonder in Silence. 

At the Sound of this ama- 
zing Name how am I fam to 
ſhrink back and ſtand off; To 
Monder and Adore the Tranſcen- 
dent and Immenſe Being, which 
my poor diminutive Capacity 
has no manner of ability to 
Graſp or Fathom ! 

And thus now. do I deſire to 
gnify and Honour the of 
= Even by Repreſenting 
Him as. infinitely Greater and 
Better, than I am able ever to 


Acquaint the World. That fo, 
I may ſtimulate even the moft 
Intelligent who Underſtand and 


Seek after G O D, here to ex- 
ert all their fineſt Parts and 
utmoſt Efferts to Underſtand 


and Seek fill further: And cha 
1 my leave Room . vaſt and 


1. — W it h- 


The Wonderful 69D. 5% 
without any Bounds for all to 
cdme in, ànd join wir me in 
the preſent Exerciſe of Mon- 
dering at that Su preme Being 
which of all things Falſe, is un- 


ſpeakably the mo * 
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UT make ſome attempts, 
my Soul ; Look up to the 
Father of _ , that Created 
thee after hs own Image : and 
where thou canſt not take in 
All, nor See like Him, ( Uno 
Intuitu) every thing at a ſin- 
Ble Glance; yet make the gra- 
dual Proceſs to Behold and 
Admire Him, in his Being , in 
his Attributes, in his Works and 
in his Ways, - | 


1 — * - 4 7 
„ * * 
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ET me begin with — 

which had no Beginning, 
He Being. And that everaone, 
who has the faculty of Think- 
Ing, ſhould once call in queſti- 
on G OD' Being; I cannot 
but Wonder at any ſuch kind of 
Doubting. When that very He- 
fitating is indeed a certain Proof 
of their own Being; and ſhews 
plain enough That really they 
Are, or elle they could never 
fo Demurr. And then, as ſure 
as themſelves are, they may be 
ſure, that GO D b. Becauſe 
they muſt needs confeſs that 
Made they were , and know 
that they did not Make Them- 
* And then, Who of the 
B F leak 


10. Serious Thoughts of 
teaſt common Senſe .can be. ſo 
- Abſurd as to Imagine, that 
any but ſuch an Almighty Pow- 
er as GOD, could ever Make 
em? | | | 
Hlere, Eknow not, whether 
ſhould more Admire 2 
ly, or the Impudence of ſuch 
A will offer to ſnut GOD out 
of his own Creation: By which 
his Omnipotent Power and his 
Eternal Godhead do fo evidently 
Appear:; That whoever will 
Deny em is left without any 
manner of Apology for being 
ſo Perverſe, as well as Silly. 
When it is ſo clearly ſeen noc 
only that GOD is, but that 
he needs muſt. Be ; or Nothing 
elſe could ever have Been. 
Sucha World, fuch Creatures, 
ſuch Motions and Operations, 
as we ee in Heaven above, and: 
in the Earth beneath! all fo. 


Ws greed. + 


; Curious and Methodical, en- 
tremely beyond what an Art 
or Mich efs chan the vine, 
could effect OF ſhould they 
ever Caſua appt, without a 
Mind and ny ingaely ſupe- 
rior to all; which Proj oth 150 
Frames and Actuates Alt: 2 And 
What are t better than a 
Fott of Brutes, n Human ſhapes, 
that have nd Eyes to perceive - 
the very Work of G0 D even 
in the Texture of every Crea- 
ture? A 
Tho by Faith we underſtand 
Fow the World was Made; Be 
rauſe holy Scripture tells us, It 
Was by the Word of G OD, 
Speaking all into Being: Vet 
without this Revelation bare 
Reaſon can tell us, That the 
things which we ſe thult needs 
have a Mater; and that this: 
Maker muſt needs be à Real 


Living, 
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Living Exiſtence, of infinite Skill 
and Might. So that any who 


—— 
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will deny it, deſerves rather-to 


be ſcorned, than otherwiſe diſ- 
proved. For tis not only the 
Blunder of a Fool, but even the 
Raving of one that is Mad. 
Aud then, what further am J 
to Regard., unleſs. to Pity the 
Loſt Man that is ſo beſide. 
_ "himſelf? and would make him- 
ſelf aworſe Infidel than the De- 
vil, who could never yet Learn 
that Arheiſm himſelf which he 
would Teach the world. 
Leſs I could not offer upon 
this head; But my deſign here 
leads me not to add any more 
and one might but Prophane 


the Pearls to caſt em before 


fome ſordid Animals; or to en- 


counter them with Reaſoning 


who are only for that nugatory 
Sputtering and Drolling , which 


* 
— 
— —— . —— FER ne 


* 
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is the beſt ſupport of. ſuch an 
Infamous | Cauſe ; whoſe Abet- 


tors have Senſe enough to reliſh - 


the Pleaſure of a Luxurious En- 


tertainment, but are at a loſs 


for Underftandings to abide 
the weight of a nnn Ar- 


| . 
i E 0 7. | 
6 0 D's Self Exiſtence. - ' 


Mus can 1 eaſily diſcery 
my own and the World's 


| Original, derived from the prime 


Fountain of all Being. And yet, 
O how hard is it to concewe 
{ what of neceſſity muſt be con- 
2mm ) his Being, all and on- 


p , of Himſelf 2 That G0 


ould be purely Independent 
and Self-Exifient, is that which 


* me to underſtand the 


7 1 Man- 


% 


7 far Far j am not at all in Suf- 


Being of Him 


| hended or  worthily Expre 


. Seren Thougbrs of 


When as to the-T3;np 


pence. For I am certain, that 


the Firſt Canfe can Derive from 
none; nor is Debtor to any. 
He that gi ver unto all Life ind 


"Breath and all things, itſelf | 


receives from no other. And 
to have all his 


yet for a Bein 
f, Here is the 
matter of Wonder ; "and a Truth 
that cannot be Deriyed , bat is 
not ſo eaſy to be rightly Appr re. 
Now in this has the Lord of 
All ſo incomparably the Pre- 


eminence, and is ſo infinitel 


Exalted above each other Ef- 
Fence 3 That even the Hi igheſt 
of Creatures are merely Door 


mee and Precarious Bei 


which do owe their All co 5 
fole Power; and are nothin 1 
all, * What they de by hei 
mere 


G 0 D was not, then never 


 TheWouderful GOD. 5 
mere Favour : while Himſelf 
alone, who Made the Whole 


Which is Made, had no Maler: 


But by Himſelf, and of Him- 

ſelf, does Sublift moſt Wotider- 

fully in the Fullneſs of Being, 
Life and Bliss , Compleat : and 

2 2 

And of chis Divine Self. 

vizated Being Conſider, O wy 


Soul, wo or three Proprieties, 


( Eternity, Infinity, and Trinity in 
Unity; ) All of e 
* nen. 


SECT, . 
60D „ Ererity. 


TI E Being that is Se cer 

| ifimg, muſt Be alſo om 
Evers vi for had there been 
a ime or Moment, when 


could 


26 Serious Thoughts of 
could he have Been at all. See- 
ing he could not, when he was 
not, emerge out of Nothing. 
For that were to Operate before 
he Was: Yea, to do the Great- 


eſt thing of all, when he had 


no Being at all. Nor could he 


Receive Being from any other, 


who was Before all Beings elſe : 
and therefore muſt He of ne- 
.ceflity have been from all Eter- 
BI), DES. ATW WOE 
- Now here is the thing, which 
my own Reaſon, as well as ho- 
ly Scripture, obliges me to Be- 
lieve ; and yet, O how Deep, 
how Wonderful is it to Conceive ! 


The Eternity from hence to 


come, the Duration which ſhall 
never End, and which is the 
meaſure of thy own Continu- 


ance, my Soul; That thou canſt 


better (though not eaſily) deal 
with. But to fly back to that 


7 which. 
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The Wonderful GOD. 17 
whichis already paſt and which 
never did Begin, There thy 
Wings do flag: Thou faulter- 
eſt by the way in mounting 
towardsthat unattainable Pitch; 
and art at ſuch à loſs; thou 
canſt not hope ever to reach up 
to the Top. For, alas , how 
is. it poſſible exer to arrive at 
the Commencing of that Du- 
ration which never had any 
era or Point, from whence 
it did ſtart and ſet out at firſt”; 3 
But was evermore” the ſame 
roy, a perpetual NOW, with- 
out any Inchoaton or Varia- 
tion? 

. Chan "Ting is-2 ſortof Dy- 
ing, becauſe. Diſcontinuing to 
TG What one had Been: But 
the Supreme Lord of all never 
Began to be; nor ever Alters 
from what he was. And ſa, 
He only. i is ſaid 0. bave Inmon— 
tality. 


oy % 
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tality, 1 Tim. 6. 16, becauſe 
He hangs not upon any at Cour- 
teſy : But 80985 mond: 
in and of Himſelf, Originally; 
which makes him the only Sen 
per Idem indeed; N that 
Cbangeth not. 

O Bleſſed Being The Eter- 
nal GO D, from Everlaſting 
Jam of Yeſterday, , and but late- 
ly received from thee my Being. 
And now, as one Set up by 
Thee, I Lock up unto Thee, 
and Adore Thee as the Anci- 
ent of days, before all Worlds, 
and before all Time: That ne- 
ver didſt Begin to be, and wouldſt 
have been never the leſs Bleſſed 
tho thou hadſt never thought 
of Making me: But now, that 
thou haſt been pleas d to give 
me a Room among the Crea- 
tures made Happy to Know- 
and Serve, and Love, and En- 


joy. | 


The Wonderful GOD. 19 

Joy thee; O that my Life may 
be ſpent in the Admiration and 
Adiratian of my God ! And that 
I may ſtill Love chee and Praiſe 
thee , not only here but for 


i Tk . — 8 4 
: 43 4. + 7x] 64 
a : - — FE : * 
60 Dis Infinity. 
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How Wonderful is the Be- 
© 4 wy * 1 ' . . * 
ing that is Jafnite and 


Boundleſs 5- under no manner af 


Limitations, for Place any more 
than for Lime for though all 


things are full of GOD, Let 
the Heaven of Heavens canuut 


Contain Him. No: The vaſt 
Circumference of the Univerſe, 


(ſo many Millions of Leagues 
in its Diameter, yet) is but as a 


little Ball in kis Hand; and 


even as Nothing to his abſo- 


lutely 


Id 


20 FSerjous Thoughts of 


is neyer tobe Circumſcribed with- 
in any Terms; even the Lar- 


geſt that ever can be nope 
ned. 


or thought of within or with- 
be ſaid That GOD is not 2 


though he be not Compaſs d 
about nor held in by cittie. 
But without any | Exten/ion of 
Parts is every where whole, 
all over. Not only Unconfi- 
ned as an Immenſe eing ; But 
WW  _.comprehending in Himſelf all 
| -Fulneſs of the moſt Compleat 


And if all — are #0 Him, 
a Nothing, and counted to 1 
Leſ⸗ than _ and vanity, 

40. 17. what am I th — 75 
poor aun of Being, that 


lutely Unconfined Being, that | 


O ves e can be nam d 
out the World, where it may 
For be fills all Heaven and Earth, 


eV 
W 
ta 
(4 
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The Wonderful GOD: as - | 

© | this infinitely Great Lord ſhould: 

ever Think upon me! How. © 

4 Wonderful, for Him ever to 

- | take Notice of me! and yet, 
(O the ſtrange Condeſcenſion!): 

| Behold, (and well may'ſt thou 

- Behold and Admire it, my Soul:) 

60D Mighty, and Deſpiſetb 

vor any. Job 36.5. No, be he 

never ſo High and Great a- 

bove all; yet the very Leaſt 

| and Meaneſt of all creatures is 

: not beneath his Care. But the 

Concern that he ſhews for all is 

even as Extenſive as his Being; 

| and no leſs to be Admired by 

all that do enjoy the happy 

5 benefit of his univerſal Provi- 
dence, and find alſo the conti- 
nual kind effects of his graci- 
ous Preſence.. | 

Unto thee, O GOD, do we 
give Thanks , unto thee do we 
give Thanks : For that thy Name 
| 24 
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is near thy Wondrous Waerks de. 
clare. Pſal. 75. T. But O how 


Kttle Have 1 regarded that On- 


ni preſence, which cannot but 
reſult from the Infinite Being 
of GO D as a neceſſary Con- 
ſequence'! How' much have T 
liv'd without him, When I live 


_ fill in him, and whereever F- 


move am ſurrounded on eve- 
ry fide by him? O thou Infi- 
nite Majeſty ! Forgive me in 
thy Infinite Mercy: And fo 
open and ſhew thy ſelf to me, 


that I may evermore Mind 
and Adore thee. OTE" 1 


SECT. . 
The Trinity in Unity. 
T* E Trinity in Unity is one 


of thoſe Wonders of tile 


Deity which exceeds the Belief, 
as 


*: 5" oe ee © 
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as well as the Comprehenſion 
of many. That One ſhould be 
Three, and thoſe Three but One; 
(Not Three ſeveral GO D., 
nor yet only Three bare Names 
for the ſame GOD; but Three: 
Relations or Perſons in the 
Godbead;) They will not en- 
dure to hear of ſuch Abſurdity: 
Tho' it be, indeed, no more 
than the plain Seripture-Verity. 
1 Joh. 5. 7. Theſe Three are One. 
And no Wonder here at their 
Infidelity , who have not the 
Humility to ſtoop even to 
GO D's Revelation of any 
Myſtery : And when no Deep 
things muſt be Deep to them; 
but what is the moſt Profound: 
either eaſily Graſped, or elſe 
proudly Slighted by em. Yet, 
after all the outcries of Impoſ- 
ſibility, better Acquaintance mult. 
they have with GO D's Infi- 
ST nite 
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nite Nature than any are ever 


kke, in the prefent State, to at- 
tain; before they can conclude 
that to be Impoſlible, the Pa- 
#allel to which is not elſewhere: 
to be found in the nature of 


0 - 
. - 


any other Things. W · (6: 


O how much better will it 
become us, to be modeſt and 
cautious, in our determinati- 


ons concerning that which is 
in a Light Þracceſſible to us! For 
the Light which no man can Ax 
proach to x Tim. 6. 8. is even 
all one, to keep us off; as the 
thickeſt Clouds and Darkneſs. 
Where we go but like Bats a- 

inſt the Sun, to take a Pro- 
pect of that Divine Splendor 
which outſhines Ten Thouſand 
Suns; Never are we like to 


learn ſo much, by truſting- 


our own Sight, as by taking his 
ae <I> 


What- 
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Whatever any arrogant Dicta- 


tor here Dogmatixes, that thus 
and thus it is, and cannot poſ- 


ſibly be other wiſe; and exclaims 
of Incredible Creeds, and migh- 
ty Cameli, never to be ſwallow- 
ed; and unmercifully Triumphs 
as if he had got Advantage e- 
nough over all Chriſtianlty, to 
run it down for a mere Impo- 


fare , and tlie groſſeſt Falſity : 


After all this haughty Huff, Vet 
{till hall I think my ſelf much 
Safer, to abide by what GOD 
has ſaid , than to” Credir the 
moſt Sharp-ſighted man that e- 
ver livd ; who pretends, by his 
own rational Inſight, to give 
me a ſatisfying account of that 
Glorious Deity, which dwells in 
a Light not to be view'd b 
any man in this World. 1 
O how Unſearchable and 
paſt our Finding out are the 
8 3 Ways 
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Ways of GO Ds ſubſiſting, as 
well as the Ways of his Wor- 
ing! At what a Loſs here is 
Learning ? And what can any 
Critieiſin do, without a Ray and 
Clue. let down from Above? 
z, e. till the GOD that dwells 
in this Light, Himſelf tells us 
what GOD is; and in bis 

* makes. us to ſee Light ? 
"hough nothing more perſpi- 
cuous than the Light, that ſhews 
both it ſelf and all things elſe ; 
yet may it be a Light too pier 
cing for our weak Sight to bear 
the dire& Diſcovery. And then 
will it ſerve but to. dazzle and 
confound the bold Intruders ; 
yea, to ſtrike them ſtark blind; 
even when they preſumptuouſly 
imagine themſelves to ſee and 
know all. PE. 
But I doubt the obſtinate E- 
nemies of the Trinity are no 
FL good 


good Friends to any other R#- 


Fallen Mankind to he ſo bad, 


vealed Truths of Chriſtia nit: 
Nor will believe che ſtate . of 


as to need the Incamaron of the 
Son of GO D: That che F. 
ther of our Lord ſhould ſend: his 
Som tb he the Savibur of the World. 
And therefore. wilt they admit 
of the Goſpel no further, than 
as a piece of ſome finer Moralr; 
without ever thinking them! 
ſelves oblig di to conſide inſuch = 
a Natural Som of the Erernal 
Father, as thought it #o' Robbery 
to. be enual with' OD, ( ſuch a 
one) coming as a5 Swrety,-to 
Pay our Scores, and to Dye in 
or ff q TIER GC 
But what ſome. Chriſtian: I. 


elt (as well as the Fowihh and! 


Rihnic ) think fit thius to thoüb 
out of their Creed, never dare 
I ſo to ſreject and difclaltng- for 

Oy 4 wth fear 


fear of throwing away my 
own dear Soul; together with 
 G OD 's: expreſs Word. When 
he bas told the World, That he 
has a Sen, his only Begotten, 
that was with him in the Be- 


and therefore from everlaſting : 
and the ſame GOD with Him- 
ſelf, though in another manner 
of exiſting : Here my Under- 
ſtanding, I' confeſs, is puzzled; 
but yet my Faich ſhall not be 
ſubverted. No, I will Believe 


G O. D hath ſaid; and Wonder 


henſible ſhould exceed my nar- 
row Underſtanding: Yet the 


Admire; and am, nothere afraid 
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ginning; yea, who was GOD; 


and Honder: Believe that which 
at · that in it which I find to be 
above my own reach, Though 
no marvel, that the Incompre- 


leſs I Comprehend, the more I 


to ſubmit my Faich, as well as 
\- 31 8 * tO ; 


JJ. 


. known to me, that he cannot. 


and Holy Ghoſt! Thou art that 


whom kneel, and pay my hum 


Lord, to know Thee {till fur- 


The Wonderful G 29 
to pay my Devotion, ("ayes 
@w ; ) to the G OD ſofarUn-. 


now be ſeen, but drkly by me. 
0 GOD the Father, Son, 


One True God, my Maker , 
Redeemer , and Sanctifier, to 


ble Homage, as to the moſt 
High and Wonderful Being, in- 
finitely above me. But ro know 
Thee as thou art, I ſee no Poſ= 
ſibility now for it; and I muſt 
not Pretend, becauſe I cannot 
Attain to it. I defire, O my 


ther and better: Though ſtill 
in this Life it will be but in part; 
and O how far ſhort of what Þ Þ 
ſhall diſcover in the Heaven! 2 
Light! Have pity, T beſeech 
thee on my Infirmity; and here 
help me out, ſtill better te 
a WA = know 
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know as I can know, till here - 
after I ſhall come to Enνðñ, ewe 
as T alſo am non. | 


8 — 
— — —— Act * | pt. — — _ — 


CHAP. II. 
GO D's Wonderful Perſections. 


O know more of this Man- 
4A derfid, Seliexifting, Eter- 
nal, Infinite, Incomprehenſible 
Being, let me contemplate ſome 
ef thoſe Perſections which are 
bright Emenations from the Di- 
vine Efſence ; ſetting forth to 
eur Admiratien , the ' Mighty 
Ever-living G O D, as the 
Greeteſt and the Be-... 


For what is it that we ſo much 
wonder at, as the Greatneſs of 
thoſe who are counted moſt 
Wealthy and Happy; and ihe 
1 ; Good. 


* | MS. A; tbe * ” 


The Wonderful GOD. 31 
Goodneſs of thoſe that excel in 
Sweetneſs and Bounty? Such as 
can Have what they will, and 


Do what they will: And yet 
Keep not all to Themſelves; 


nor Abuſe the Power which 
they have in their Hands: But 
offels Hearts as large as their 
Eſtates 5 and love nothing more, 
than to be doing all the Good 
that they Can, with all the Good 
that they Have, © © + 
Here then will I take into 
Confideration, (as moſt Won- 
derful in my Apprehenſion) the 
Blifs, the Power, and Miſdom; 
and alſo the Condeſcenſion\, the 
Patience, and. Beweficence of the 


Lord our GO D, moſt Great 
and Good, and for ever Blet- 


. 


n er 


PC 
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55 . dh 
G 0 Ds Compleat Heſlodnes. 
12 chat gives the: Percepth 


| on, alſo.lays the -Foundas 
tion of Bliſs. For I muſt Live, 
or I:cannot be Happy. And 
the Lerd is the Living GOD; 
Yea, that. Spirit, which is. all 
Vitality and Life: Which Life 
be borrows not from any other, 
but has it In and Of Himſelf ; 
And Communicates out of his 
own Eternal. Fountain, to eve- 
ry living thing in the World. 
Yet bare Living is not the 
Bleſſing : For I may Live in 
ſuch — or Miſery, that 
ſhall make me reckon even 
Death to be a Favour and Fe- 
licity. But to Live at perfect 
Eaſe, and have nothing to Trou- 


ble 


— 
. 


8 8 , % 8 
| The Wonderfal GOD: - $7. - 
ble em; yea, to Live in all 
manner of Fullneſs , and have 
every thing to Pleaſe em: O 
how do we Admire the Happi- 
neſs of thoſe that are in ſuch a 
caſe OT TY „ - 
And when Tam to think of 
his Bliſs, who is not only the 
Ever-Living, but the molt Bleſ- 
FF /:4GOD; O whither ſhall F 
| raiſe my Thoughts high enough, 
to conceive ay * Worthy Noti- 
on of that Superlatively Bleſſed 
Condition! Here have I work 
in abundance for my Vonder: 
Where my Knowledge runs ſo 
very Low, and will reach ſuch 
x very little Way; only to aſ- 
i ſure me, That nothing of Evil 
: can ever happen to the Lord; 
N and that nothing requiſite to an 
infinite Felicity, can ever be 
wanting in Him. 3 


S _ ,  —_— _ OO” _— 9 
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For what can fall out ever 
to. Diſeaſe him, whoſe abſolute 
Perfection ſets him infinitely 
above all manner of Poſſibility 
or | Diſturbance ; at compleat 
Indolence, at full Reſt, and en- 
tire Satisfaction? Who can 
ever Hurt or Moleſt Him, that 
has all Under him, in full Sub- 
jection to him; abſolutely con- 
troul d and order d by Him? 
And what can he poſſibly 
Lack, to give him evermore 
the higheſt of all Delight; in 
whom centers every Excellence, 
and all that ever can concur to 
the Fulnefs of Joy, which, is 
perpetually in h Preſence ? Yea, 
tis ever in Himſelf 5 who can- 
not but moſt clearly perceive 
and thoroughly underſtand, his 
own infinite Goodnefs, his per- 
tet Cemplactuce, and everlaſting 
Bliſs. And ſo the Knowledge 


and 


* ww = I 6 9 * W 
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and Enjoyment of Himſelf muſt 


needs give a Divine Pleaſure 


worthy of 'Himſelf ; but too 
High to be Conceived by any 
Creature. SS SEMIS. Þ © 

He needs not any thing, Act. 17. 
25, How can he, who has 
all Fulnefs in himſelf ; and is 
infinitely more than Ten thou- 
fand Worlds to Himfelf? The 
World that he has Made, alas, 
what can it add to him; who 
is never the Better for it: and 
who would have been never the 
leſs Bleſſed without it? O what 
is all this great World, but as a 
little Drop out of his own im- 
menſe Ocean? And all the Ful- 
neſs of the World, what, but 
meer Emptineſs, eompar d with 
the infinite Fulneſs of G OD? 
Who is fo compleatly and abſo- 
lately Bleſſed, that to his Bleſ- 
ſedgeſs tis impollible any > 
Gras | ou 
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thould ever be annexed, to make 
him more Bleffed. 

O the Unknown , Inexhau- 
ſlible Treaſures in Him, whe 
is (6 waxgar& ) the Bleſſed One, 

x Tim. 6. 15. That has and is 
the Eternal Fountain of what- 
ever's Entertainingand Delight- 
ful to Himſelf ;: and to all the 
numberleſs Choir of- the Bleſſed 
about him; yea, to all that 
ever ſeek their Bliſs in him 

And being ſo proyided, 0 
my Soul, how well. mayeſt thou 
Exult with his wiſe and holy 
Servant, Pſal. 73. 25. Whom ba ve 
Jin Heaven but Thee ? And. there 
is none npon Earth that ] deſire be- 
fides Thee, For what will all 
Heaven and Earth avail to thy. 
Satisfaction without Him ? But 
enough has he in Him, tomake 
thee, and a world of Souls, for: 
ezer Happy vi bout tbem. And 


RE? | ne- 
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never can he Envy to others; 

what will never Impoverih 
Himſelf topartwith. But where 
the Spring is {till full and over- 
flowing, He takes as much Plea- 
ſure to Give, às they can take 
to Receive. 8 

O my Soul! t 5 
there in Fr Blood ?- T5 Run 
would do Him no manner of 
Good ; who need not ſhut thee 
out of his Reſt, to ſpare his 
Coſt. For to Supply and Save 
thee, and never ſo many elſe 
together with thee, even more 
Souls than ever he Made in the 
World, it would make Him ne- 
ver the Emptier: No, the more 
they are, twill give him but the 
greater Pleaſure. The Bleſſed 
eſs of GOD then, is ſo far 
from being my Envy, that it is 
my great 'foy, as well as Wonder, 
And this is a Contemplation. _ 


- 


fills me with the ſweeteſt Sat 
faction. 


5 E C T. 2. 
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We what Admiration do 

" V we ſtare upon the Men 
of Might, the Governors of the 
Earth, and the Commangers of 
numerous Forces; Thoſe that 
dear a great Stroke in the Coun- 
trey, and carry an awful Au- 
thority ! (And how much bec- 
ter were it for the World, if 
fome of its 'Rulers were yet 
more a: Terror to Evi-Doers ? 
and if all the Powers ordained 
of GO D, would make them- 
ſelves more Regarded in ſuch a 
wicked World?) But, alas, 
How Dimmutrve and Contem- 
ptible are even. the B 


iggeſt of | 
Prin- 
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Princes, and moſt Puiſſant of 
Warriers, to the Omnipotent 
GO D, the great Lord of Hoſts? 
O what crawling Worms and + 
weak Bubbles, compard with 
Him; who gives Laws even to 
the Raging Sea, and is Terrible 
to — very Kings of the Earth, 
that make fo many others trem- 
ble under them? Lea, who 
turns over all the ſtupendous - 
Orbe of Heaven, eaſier than a 
Man would turn his Hand; 
Reard all the huge Pile of this 
World at firſt with a Herd; and 
Atill does whatever be pleaſes in 
Heaven and in Earth: And when» 
ever he will, can Kill, and caſt 
all his Offenders into Hell: Who 
is more than the, Soul of the - 
World .( Mens agitans Molem, & 
magno ſe Corpore miſcens : ). For 
(though natvically united. with 
it.) How.. intimately: does he 


Pervade 
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Pervade , and how powerfully 
_ Aﬀuate the Whole? To make 
all ſubſer vient to his Pleaſure, in 
every Turn and Motion : Let 
many of the Creatures never 
fo much and fo often ſeem to 
Interfere, and Claſh with what 
he would have. K 


O how Awful is that Power 
which ſhakes not only Earth, but 


alſo Heaven ! When we feel the 
Earth tremble under us; find'the 
Air all in a violent Agitation a- 
bout us, and hear the Canons 
of Heaven roaring above us 
How do all the Inhabicants of 
the World ſtand in Awe ! And 
the very Atheiſt that before was' 
more an Infidel than the Devil, 
then Believes and Trembles. When 
the G O D of Glory Thunders, (as 
it is expreſs d, Pſal. 29. 3.) This 
brought the ſtout-hearted'Pha-! 
raah to his Confeſſton; I ha 
we fill  founed 


. 
q 


Ships, and do buſineſs in thoſe great. 
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famed. ; The Lord is Rightecus : I 
and my people are Wicked. Intreat 
the Lord, That there be ud more 
mighty Tbunderings and Hail: and 
I will let yeu go, and you ſhall ſtay 
no longer. Exod. 9. 27, 28. Yea; 
a much Better Man was not 
aſham'd to declare, 7b 37. 1, 
3, J. That his Heart Trembled, 


and was moved 'out of its place; 


at GO D's Thundering marvel- 
louſly with his Voice, and diretting 
it under the whole Heaven; and. 
bis :Liphtning to the Ends ef tha 
Eartb. int == nr 3 
Let the Arm of the Lord be 

Revealed, and evety thing 
Stoops and Quakes before it. 
None of the Men of Might then 
can find their Hands. Lea, the 
ſtouteſt Sons of Pride are be- 
reaved of their very Hearts. 
Let em but go down to the Sea in 


. K 
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Naters; To ſee the Works of the 


Lord and bis Wonders in the e Deep: 
Ii-hen be raiſes the Storms, to toſs 
the Waves; And they'll find 
themſelves forſaken even dy 
their own Hearts, and at theend 
of their Wt. Pſal. Wy 23, 24, 
257 27. 

"O who is able to Withftand 
Him ? What Oppoſition _ 
en. thing again bft him? 

ard os ki him, to whom 
al th things are Poflible ? Where 
the Proum Helpers fail, and bven 
they that are. * he Able do 
do All, can do Nothing; O 
when is He at à Loſs, or at a 
Stand? What 5 an - 
n Hand ring to paſs? 
A ben be wil Jo 0b nb 
ks it? What other Power is 
there beſides His, but only that 
of his Creatures? And cannot 
He that Made em, n 


em? 


EL EIT rogers WM T7. 
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em? yea, Can they ſtir with - 
out Him? Can they Live, but 
by Him? Let him — but 
out the Word, and how 

on ãs the t done 2. Vea, 
If he but will it, what can hin- 
der it? Let the Heathen Rape, 
and all the Grandees on Earth 
riſe up, and all the Powers of 


Hell ſupport che Robellion ; 
tis all the maſt idle Effort: | 
but like a little Stubble erefting | 


ic {elf againſt a Comſuming 
Fire. Bſal 66. 3. Say umo 600, 
hn terrible art thou in thy works? 


m—_ the greatneſs of thy Pow 
thy enemies. — 
7 unto Thee.” muſt Bend 


or Break: For, who bath har 
toned himſelf agdinſt & O D, and 
Proſpered 2 Job 9. 4. What but 
the vowel of Lord, 2 


ty out- ſtretched Arm which 


Turns about all the mighty Hea- 


vens | 


— CE 
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vens eaſier than a man will turn 


derous Globe of the Earth up- 
on Nothing ; and holds in the 
ſwelling Waves of the Sea, (as 
ſome think.) beneath their owñ 
natural place, from over-run- 
ning all the Lands with a ſecond 
Deluge ; And in violent Froſts, 
C ongeals the Liquid Waves into 
ſuch hard Rocks, as will ſupport 
the heavieſt Carriages ;- And 
bears up the Clouds, thoſe Hy- 
ing Seas , that ſometimes go 
_ charg'd with ſuch a prodigious 
weight of Water; the leaſt 
drop of which, all the Power 


in the tenuious Air: (What el 

but this Arm of the Lord,) could 
ever Uphold and keep his Httle 
Flock, as a few weak defence- 
leſs Lambs; in the midſt of fo 
many ravenousWolves,and roar- 


ing 


himſelf round; hangs the pon- 


of Man cannot cauſe ſo to Hang 
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ing Lyons; even all the Powers 


of Hell, and all the Wicked of 
this World, combin d and mad 


againſt dem? 

Gert infinite 10ht 
and Energy Effect? Wir at 
is not 4 — with GO Ds 


Glorious Holineſs, and his ab- 
ſolute Perfections? What that 
can be thought, unleſs to Deny 
Himſelf, or to Act Unworthy 
of Himſelf ? No Difficulties elſe 
can be any | Difficulties, to a 
Life- giving and Alkereating Pow- 
er: But the greateſt Wonders to 
us, are the eaſieſt matters to che 
Lord Almighty. - 20 

And wilt thou not, 1 Soul, 
Admire and Magnify che Eter- 


nal Force, whence All things 


ſprang; and which {till Workerh 
All in Al, and is never Weary; 
But does it as Eaſy, as the Flame 
mounts * or the Weight Halls 
down? 
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down? Wilt thou not humbly 


Stoop and Submit to Him, the 


only Independent Potentate; to 
whom all the Powers and Works 
of Nature, All things in Hea- 
ven and Earth, and under the 
Earth „ do Bou and Obey? Or 
wilt thou diſtruſt: his Sufficiency, 
to Help and: Relieve! me, even 
at the Worſt and Loweſt that 
it can be with me? When Tam 
in the very deepeſt Diſtreſs, O 
how ſoon can he put a New 
Life into my Affairs? What 
Caſe too far gone, for him to 
bring Aid? Haſt thou. not known, 
Haſt thou not heard, That the E- 
Derlaſti 
the Ends of the Earth, Fainteth 
not, neither is Weary ? He giveth 
| Power to the Faint; and to them 
that have na Might, be increaſeth 
Strength: Iſa. 40. 28; 29. 

Tea, and when wy. Iniquities 


are 


6 O D, the Creator of 
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are increaſed cuer my bead, even 


to make me Deſpair of Pardon 
at his Hands, O how- eaſily can 
he Cancel all the heavy Scores; 
and ( as à thick Cloud ) Ca 
ſhier all my Sins.?--Iſa: 43. 24, 25. 
Thou. baſt made me to Serve with 
thy. Sins, and. Wearied me with 
thy Iniquities : Net I, euen I am 
he, that Blotterl» out thy Tranſ- 
greſſions, for my own z and 
will not Remember thy Sins ; ſaith 
the Lord. Of what Powers then 
in the World, need J be afraid, 
when 1 Sandtify the Lord G 0 
7 Hoſts in my heart; and make 

Fear and my Dread? 1 
am am Sale in his — then, who- 
ever. elle do their worſt, / 
G O D be for me, Who can be a- 


Sms Let him but be Re- 


onciled to me ; no matter how ' 

many others be out with me. 
And what can I Crave or 
De- 
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Deviſe, but he is Able to do ex- 
ceeding Abundantly, above all that 
Jank or think? And let Heaven 
and Bliſs Eternal be never fo 
much too Great and too Good 
for an Unworthy ſinful Wretch 
to Expect; Yet if I will Believe, 
Shall 3 the Glory of GOD? 


Fob. II. And hal I not, 


(with ha Father of the Faith- 


ful,) Believe in Hope, even againſt 


Hope ; ; and be ſtrong in Faith, gi- 
ving Glory to GOD? Fully 
ſuading my ſelf, that what be bis 
Promiſed, He is Able to Perform * 
Rom. * 18, 19, 20, 21. Who 
ſhalt Pluck me out of my Fa- 
ther's Hands, that is Greater than 
All? Though I walk through 
the Vale of the ſhadow of Death, 
I- will Fear no Evil; 5 when be is 
with me. | 
And ſhall I give up any Sin- 
ner in the World for Loſt, * 
20 b e 
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he that quickens the Dead, can 
raiſe up Children to Abraham 
even out of the Stones? Nay, 
even ſuch as count the Saviour 
Accurſed, yet muſt I not pro- 
nouce them Damned. For choſe | 
Branches broken off from the 
Olive-tree, GOD « able to graff 
'em in again, Rom. II. 23. : 
And when any fad heavy 


thing befalls me, ſhall I not 


conclude it the Pleaſure of 
G O D, That ſo it ſhould be 
with me? For never ſure could 
it be thus, if he would have it 
to be otherwiſe. And then to 
Him ſhall I not freely Refer my 
ſelf ; faying from my heart, The 
Will of the Lord be done? And 
{till repoſe a comfortable Truſt 
in him, who can bring Light 
out of Darkneſs, Beauty out of 
Deformity, and make the very 
things that look moſt of all 

D againſt 
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Againſt me, prove the very 
Beſt things for me? 


SE © DL; 4: 
600 D's Infinite Wiſdom, 


Uch men are we apt to look 
upon with Admiration , as 
have the deepeſt Reach and 
vaſteſt Comprehenſion ; who 
Know the moſt, and can In- 
form us beſt. And how do ſome 
go away with the Honour of 
that Knowledge, whereof they 
poſſeſs but a very ſlender pit- 
tance ? Others are ſo proud of 
their Stock, They cannot for- 
bear, to Inſult the Ignorant 
Vulgar, and Stomach every one 
that will not Submit to them as 
a Learner, Thus would vain 
Man be Wiſe ; though be be born 
as a wild Aſſes Colt, Fob 11. 12. 
| N And 
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And pretends to Know even 
every thing; when he Knows 
nothing , as he eught to Know. 
1 Cor. 8. 2. But I am apt to 
eſteem it one of our higheſt At- 
tainments in this dark State, to 
Know how much our Ignorance 
exceeds our Knowledge. For 
ſuch a poor Defective thing is it 
here, even at the beſt ; that 
they -who have made the fur- 
theft Progreſs in Learning, 
Learn to be the moſt Humble, 
and moſt abaſh'd at their own 
weak Underſtanding. None but 
the empty Scioliſts, and puff d 
Bladders, will take upon em, as 
Confident Dictators, and Uni- 
verſal Pretenders. And did ſuch 
Underſtand themſelves more, 
they'd Admire themſelves leſs. 

But whenany canthink them- 
ſelves able even to Out-wit 
G OD himſelf; Whence does 

D 2 that 
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that Boldneſs ariſe , but from 
their Blindneſs ; That they do 
not Know the Lord ? They do 
not Know him to be, what the 
Apoſtle calls him, 1 Ti. 1.7. 
The Only Wiſe G O D. Whoſe 
Underſtanding is Infinite. Pſal, 
147.9, By whom, not only 
Actions are weighed : 1 Sam. 2.3. 
But from whom, no Thought can 
be with-holden. Fob 42. 2. 0 
what can be Hid ſo cloſe, in 
the very Secrets of the Heart, 
bur it is Naked and Open before 
his Eyes? Heb. 4. 13. For be 
Searcheth the Hearts, and Trieth 
the Reins, Fer. 17. 10. To Pry 
into the motions of the Mind, 
and the very Bent cf the Spirit. 
And how can I think He 
ſhould ever be Ignorant of that, 
which Himfelt had firſt the 
Framing, and till has the whole 
Ordering of? He that * 
* the 
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the Ear, ſhall he not Hear? He 
that formed the Eye ,. ſhall not 
He See ? He that Teacheth Man 
all the Knowledge he hath, Shall 
not He know ? Pſal. 94. 9, 10. 
He that hath .Diſpoſed the whole 
World, fob 34. 13. How can he 
be Unacquainted with any 
Part ? Known wo O D are all 
his Works, from the Beginning of 
the World. — KC: 18. 47 
Let there be an Infinite Va- 
riety of things to be Known ; 
Yet how ſhould that any more 
hinder his Underſtanding 'em, 
than it hinders his Preſervin 
em? We ſee that he does the 
one; And we may be as ſure 
of his doing the other : That 
he as narrowly obſerves. every 
particular, as if he had but that 
one in the World, to Inſpect 
5 and Care for. Which is to do, 
what Philoſophers thought could 
LES never 
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never be done. But the Multi- 
plicity of Affairs, that Diſtracts 
a Finite Underſtanding, Never 
can it give any manner of Di- 
fturbance to that Underſtand- 
ing which is finite ; To the 
GOD that is Vonderful in Coun- 
fel, as well as Mighty in Work- 
ing. Iſa. 28. 29. Yea, the GOD 
that perfectly Underſtands Him- 
felf; And in that, Underſtands 
inexpreſſibly more, than the 
whole Contents of the Worid. 
For all the World lyes within 
Himſelf , as a very poor Buſi- 
neſs to his own Boundleſs E/- 
fence. 
But here, What I am ſure 
muſt needs be, Yet how Mon- 
derful is it to think, That fo it 
ever ſhould be ! That GOD 
thould be acquainted with all 
my Ways, and with every ones; 
and with all that paſſes every 
| where, 
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where, in every Corner, all the 
Worid over, from the greateſt 
Tranſactions, to the very leaſt 
Motions ; From the Rolling of 
mighty Heawens, to the drop- 
ping of little Sparrows, and e- 
ven the growing of Graſs-piles, 
and the ſmalleſt Hairs: From 
the public Affairs of Kingdoms, 
to the working of every Pulſe, 
and every particular Thought of 
the Heart! Yea, That he ſhould 
Superintend and Order, not on- 
ly all Inanimates, and Vegeta- 
bles, and Brutes ; But all the 


numberleſs Individuals of Ratio= 


nal Self-determining Creatures, 
Angels, and Men, and Devils; 
and make even all his Enemies, 
the Biggeſt, and Subtileſt and 
Croſſeſt of em, Fulfil his Coun- 
ſel, and ſerve his Ends : Tho 
they never Mean any ſuch thing, 
but directly the Contrary ! What 


D 4 I can- 
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cannot Deny, what I ſtedfaſtly 
do Believe , yet O how hard 
does it{tick upon my Thoughts! 
How Great and Admirable does 
it appear to my Mind! O rhe 
Depth of the Riches, both of #he 
Wiſdom and the Knowledge of 
GOD ! Rem. 11. 23. There is 
no Searching of his Underſtanding. 
Iſa. 40. 28. 

What a mighty Inffuence 
ſhould it have on my Life ? And 
what an Awful Concern ſhould 
it ſtrike into my very Heart? 
For does the Lord moſt perfect- 
ly Know the whole Hiſtory of 
me, and every Particular that 
belongs to me ? Is he Privy to 
all my Defeats and Miſcarria- 
ges? Aware of all my Follies 
and Vanities ? No Stranger to 
any of my Actions or Intenti- 
ons ? But all my Ways, all my 
Devices, and my Delires,. and 

not 
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not only my Open Deeds, but 
even my Secret Sins are in the 
Light of his Countenance ? Pal: 
90..8, O my Soul! If he have 
ſuch a full Proſpe& and clear 
Sight of me, and Looks me 
through, and Views me all over, 
and To whole. of my Conduct 
altogether ; So that there 1s no 
Eſcaping of his Notice, No 
need of any other Witneſs :. 
Then do F Tremble, as well as 
Wonder, before the Lord. O GOD: 
be Merciful to me a Sinner ! Look 
upon me with the eyes of thy 
tender Compaſlion, as well a8 
with thoſe of thy Omnitcient 
Inſpection. Hide thy Face, Lord, 


from my Sins: And do not See 


thoſe Offences, to bring them 


againſt me, which thou canſt 


not chuſe but See, ſo as to Know 
them by me. O See them Pu- 
aiſhed in my Bleſſed Redeemer: 

D's Andi 


* 
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And for his dear ſake, Let me 
be mercifully Diſcharged, who 
for my own ſake deſerve juſtly 
to be Condemned. | 
But here I cannot end, wath- 
out adding the famous Inſtance 
of Chriſt Crucified, That's called 
the Wiſdom of God. x Cor. 1. 24. 
And O how Wonderfully was 
his Wiſdom there Diſplayed, 
Where ſo many ſeeming Con- 
traditions were to be Reconci- 
led That a Perſon ſhould be 
found Capable of Suffering, who 
by his Sufferings ſhould Attone 
for the Sins of the World: That 
Sin, in the Sufferer, ſhould be 
duly Puniſhed ; and yet the 
Sinner himſelf freely Acquitted: 
Mercy ſo wide Extended ; and 
yet Juſtice fully Satisfied : The 
Law Fulfilled for us; and ſo Lo- 
ſing all its Powerover us: Chriſt's 
Fall, our Riſe; and the * 
. 0 


Sinners Grieve and Tremble at it: 
But yet muſt we ever Adore the 
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of our Lord , the Life of the 
IVorld ! Theſe are dark Riddles, 
to puzzle our Minds: But at the 
{ſame time, they are ſweet 
Truths , to Revive our Souls. 
To ſee the Son of GOD hang- 
ing upon the Croſs , Well may 


Wiſdom of GOD in it, and 
Bleſs his Name for it. | 


SECT. 4x 
60 D's ftrange Condeſcenſion. 


Fter the Pſalmiſt had been 

11 Repreſenting the Lord, 
High above all Nations, and hu 
Glory above the Heavens Pſal. 
113. 4. Not only Greater than 
all the Greateſt on Earth, but 
Higher. than the Higheſt of the 
Heavens; (Whoſe Height yet 
HB 


4 
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is ſo vaſtly above all the very L. 
maginations of the moſt that 
dwell here on Earth ; Tho' not 
High enough to contain the 
Glory of his Preſence : ) Well 
then might he de Rapt into that 
Exraſy following, Who is Like 
unto the Lord our GOD, that 
Humbles Himſelf, to Behold the 
things which are in Heaven, and 
in Earth ! Tho' Heaven be gal 
led the Throne of his Glory; 
yet he that Created it, ſtoops 
to Sit upon it. For between the 

Creator and Creature (tho it 
be the Nobleſt Creature, ) there's 
an i»finite Diſproportion. But 
that the moſt High GOD ſhould 


Look down fo Low, as the very 


Ground; and take notice of 
Man, that is a Worm ;; Fob 25. 6. 
That he ſhould open his Eyes upon 
ſuch a one ! Chap: 14. 3. This be- 
gets a new and. a greater. "_ 

| | | e. 
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der. Pſal. 8. 3, 4. When I Conſi- 


t der thy Heavens, the Work of thy 
t Fingers, the Moon and the Starr 
e which thou haſt ordained ; Lord, 
Il What is Man, that thou art Mind-- 
it ful of him, and the Son of Man, 
6 that thou Viſiteſt bim? When 
It thou haſt Creatures with thee 
be Above, ſo much more Excel- 
140 lent, there to take thee up; 
1 Such as ſeem far more Worthy 
Ls of thy Company, and a great 
ps deal fitter to Entertain Thee: 
* Lord, What is Man, that thou ta- 
it keſt Knowledge of bim? Or the 
e's Son of Man, that thou makeſt Ac- 
ut count of him ? Man is like to Va- 
1d nity; His days are as a Shadow, 
ry that paſſerh away. Pſal. 144. 3,4 
of A poor frail flitting Creature, 
6. that Creeps. a little upon the 
"on Earth, aud foon after drops in- 


e- to it; and mingles again with 
n the Dutt, out of: which he was 
er. taken. 


— 
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taken. That thou ſhouldeſt Re- 
joice in the Habitable parts of the 
Earth ; and have. thy Delights 
with the Sons of Men! Prov. 8. 
31. Yea, That thou ſhouldeſt 
not Overlook the very Meaneſt 
of em, But take a tender Care 
even of thoſe that lye in the 
Duſt and the Dunghill ; Such as 
their proud Superiors would 
Diſdain to Regard, and count 
it Below em, to ſcrape any 
Acquaintance with ; But even 
the Needy and the Beggar ſhall 
be admitted among thy Ser- 
vants ; yea, Adopted for thy 
Children : When yet even the 
Biggeſt in this World are not ſa 
much to /Thee, as the leaſt Fly 
or Grabs to them: That thou 
ſhouldeſt) ſo Honour thy little 
Crumbs. of Living Dirt; To 
come to em, and Concern Thy 
{elf among em, and have 1 
o- 
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lowſhip with 'em; Yea, te 
pitch thy Tent in their very 


Fleſh ; and when they were 


Loſt, become as One of em, to 
Save 'em! O what haſt thoy 
done , Lord ! How Low haſt 
thou gone! How Amazing is 
this Conſideration ! How far 
does the unparallel'd Favour 
out-do all our Expreſſion! Well 
may we ſtand Aſtoniſhed at it; 
And how greatly ſhould we be 
Tranſported with it ? But we 
know not what to ſay to it, that 

ſhall be Worthy of it. 8 
O my Soul! Who can be 
Compared with the Lord, for 
his Supreme Height? Yea, whom 
ſhall I Reſemble to him, for 
ſuch Low Deſcent ? That heſhould 
Feed his Flock, like 4 Shepherd, 
Gather the Lambs with his Arm, 
Cary them in bis Boſom, and gent- 
Lead thoſe that are with young ; 
e 
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( He ſtoops to all theſe Offices,) * 
Fho hath Meaſur d the Water is 
the hollow of his Hand, Meted out 
the Heaven with a Span, Compre- 
hended the Duſt of the Earth in a 
Meaſure, and' Weighed the Moun- 
rains in Scales, and the Hills in 4 
Balance! For fuch is the ſtrange 
Connexion, 1/a. 40. 17, 12. and 
che one immediately follows 
there upon the other.) That 
the King of Glory, who Inha- 
bits Eternity, ſhould go a Viſit- 
ing the Human Race, who dwell 
here in houſes of Clay! That he 
ſhould own any Mortal, fo as 
to ſay , I have called thee by thy. 
Name; thou art mine: Iſa; 43. 1. 
That he ſfould Honour, ſo as to 
Admit his Creature in the Rela- 
tion of his Friend, Iſa. 41. 8. 
The Seed of Abraham, my Friend! 
Vea, I was a Husband to em ſaith 
the Lord, Fer. 31. 32. Thy ma- 
: ker 
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ker is thy Husband ! Iſa. 54. 5. 
That the moſt Glorious Lord 
houls gers our poor Nature 
in everlaſting Wedlock, and fue 
and ſolicite for our Love; that 
he might Betroth us to Himſelf ! 
O the Riches of Grace ! The 
Wonders of Love! What man- 
ner of Love is this, That we ſhould 
be called the Sons of GOD ! 8 
3.1. Yea, and the Spouſe of 
Chriſt! And even One wit 
Him, who is over Al] GOD Ble. 
ſed for ever | 

How does the poor Soul ſhrink 
back, at ſuch Superlative Honour! 
But yet, ſo he that is for doin 
Great things, Worthy of Himfelf, 
{ſo he) will have it. And thus 
will he Signalixe bus Kindneſs ; 
not only in making - Creatures 
themſelves ; But in Raiſing them 
High above themſelves; Yea, and 


Giving to em even his own Self. 
My 
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n Soul! Canſt thou hear of 
it, and not be A4ſtoniſhd at 
it 2. O How exceedingly 
ftrange is it; and like him, 
whoſe. Name «x Wonderful ! 
Thus is it done by Him; and 
by Him alone, who is the GOD 
that does Wonders, O may my 
Admiration, Praiſe, and Thank(- 
giving riſe as High, as his Mer- 
cy, Love and Condeſcenſion 

have gone Low! That all the 
mighty Obligation may not 
be laid upon a Stock, and a Clod, 
that has no Senſe of it ; knows 
not how to Prize it, nor makes 
any Grateful Returns for it! 
But upon a Recipient fo Ap» 
prehenſive, as to ſtand Amazed 
at it, and give him all the Glo- 
ry , and Serve him with the 
greateſt Alacrit y. | 


SECT. 
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SE C T. 5. FA 


n, | 60 D's Unwearied Patience. 


Hat the All-ſeeing GOD, 
who throughly Under- 
ſtands every thing which is Said 
and Done, or but Thought of, 
againſt Him; and cannot be Ig- 
norant of any the Wickedneſs, 
that is carried on whereſoever, 
throughout this preſent Evil 
World; and has no leſs perfect 
Hatred, than he has clear Pro- 
ſpect of it; as that which is the 
greateſt Abomination to him, 
and extreamly Abhorred by him; 
And never wants Power , to A- 
venge him of his Adverſaries, 
to Pay home, as well as to Find 
| out, them that Hate him ; an 
to make them Feel all the Wergh 
and Smart of his dreadful Wrath, 
to 
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to the uttermoſt poured out: 
That He ſhould, notwithſtand- 
ing all this', . Contain himſelf ; 
and ſo long Endure fuch a World 
of Wickedneſs, ſo commonly 
and daringly committed againſt 
Him; even in Contempt and 
Defiance of Him: Well may it 
be reckoned, among them that 


know the Holy Righteous Lord, 


for one of the greateſt Wonders 
in the World. | 
And how well might the 
Pſalmiſt begin his Magnificat of 
the Divine Mercy, with this 
particular, Pſal. 136. 4. Jo bim, 
who alone does great Wonders, for 
his Mercy endures for ever. For 
O what Work ſo Wonderful, as 
the Mercy that is ſo Continual 
GOD & a Righteous Fudge ftrong 
and patient, Pſal. 7. 11. ( So1 
read it, with the LXXII. For) 


Tis no ſmall — 
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his Ommipotence, To Retain his 
Patience ; and hold his Hand, 
when ſo Provoked every day. O 
who elſe would ſo Forbear his 


Enemy, Lying at his Mercy ? 


And paſs by the very ſame Af- 
fronts Offer d, and Repeated. 
and Multiplied over and over? 
Tis above all the Patience in 
this World: And no Man would 
ever do it. But he that is GOD, 
and not Man does it; moſt com- 
monly , frequently , and even 
continually , does it. "Tis his 
every day's Work ; as he has 
every day ſtill new and mighty 
Occaſion for it. 5 
O with what a World of In- 
ſolent Sinners does he Bear! And 
what abundance of their Con- 
tradictions, Abuſes, and Out- 
rages does he ſtill Endure! And 
that he is (as his Word deſcribes 
him,) Long-ſuffering and Slow to 


Wrath, 
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Wrath, O who cannotftill vouch 
for it, by a moſt glad Experi- 
ence of his * : e have 
not a great deal to ſay, 
this ſweccrefrefting Tops. ? Who 
will not moſt readily ſubſcribe 
their Probatumr to that humble 
and Grateful Acknowledgment, 
Lam. 3. 22. It is of the Lord's 
81 that we are not Conſumed': 
becauſe his Compaſſious fail not? 
When the CE Wdkednch, of 
the World Grieved his Spirit, and 
mov'd him to Deſtroy even the 
Work of his own Hands: fee 
how he declared; Gen. 6. 3. My 
Spirit ſhall not always Strive with 
Man; for that he alſo is Fleſh : yet 
| bis days ſhall be a Hundred and 
Twenty Years, How fair a Time 
of Warning and Probation ; 
had there been Hearts' to make 
the good Uſe of ſuch Patience! 
And what Stephen calls GO D's 


ſhewing 
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ſhewing Signs and Wonders a 


the Fews, in Egypt, the Red Sea, 
and the Wilderneſs , Forty Years, 
Act. 7. 36. Paul, calls it, S- 


fering their Manners about the time 


of forty years, Act. 13. 18. For 
a Wonder it was indeed, which 
might well be added to all the 
Miracles wrought in Egypt; 
That GO D ſhould ſo long En- 


dure ſuch Manners, ſome of 


the Morſt, from a People, to 
whom he had ſnewed Favours, 
very many of the Greateſt. And 
yet he Bore em, (ſaiththe Mar- 
gin,) as a Nurſe Beares and Feeds 
her Froward Child. | 

O Patience full of Amaze- 
ment ! For the great GOD to 
Endure ſuch ſilly Exaſperatin 
Sinners; that withoutany Cauſe 
or Senſe take Offence at Him; 
and keep the Diſtaſte rooted in 
their Minds againſt him, They 
9 DW 
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know not why; But | becauſe 


will be ſo Perverſe and 


Croſs! That he, who is is fo III 
uſed by 'em, and does .not at 
all Need em, and ſo ſoon could 
Eaſe himſelf of em, ſhould yet 
Wait for em and Treat wich em, 


and ſend his Meſſengers to em; 


To Pray the Offenders to be 
Reconciled unto the Majeſty, 
whom they have moſt highly 
Injured :.2 Cor. 5. 20. When 
abundantly more Cauſe they 
have to Seek unto Him, and to 
endeavour the Pacification of 
Him! Let ſo is the GOD of 


Patience pleas d to begin the 


Parley, and to come about em. 
as if he had Wronged em, or 
could not be happy without em; 
When the Lord knows what 
quick Work he could make with 
em; how ſoon, Rid his Hands 
of 'em, and Kill and caſt 'em 

into 
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into Hell. Yet he that knows 
of what precious Value are their 
Souls, and how ill they can A- 
bide all the fad Wages of their 
Sins; and alſo knows the ſecret 
Springs, by which the Nature 
of Man is apteſt to be wrought 
upon ; Stays for 'em, and Sends 
to 'em, even by ſuch as Them- 
ſelves ; Men of their ownkind ; 
Not only to Convince their 
Minds, but to Win their Hearts: 
and by all the Likeheft Arts 
and Methods, to Perſwade em, 
and Gain upon 'em, and Pre- 
vail with em, to do that which 
is the Beſt for em to do 
O my Soul | Do the Rulers 
and Judges of this World uſe ſo 
to deal with ſuch, as have ren- 
derd themſelves, obnoxious to 
the Law's Severity? Do they 
{end out Officers and Agents, 
to Supplicate and Importune A4. 

2 E aller: 
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lefactors to be Friends with em, 
and to Accept Mercy from èm? 
O how incomparably do the 
Lord's Ways exceed all that is in 
Man and how well might his 
Approved Servant ſay, The Earth 
O Lord, is full of thy Mercy, Pſal. 
119. 64. For this Earth is the 
place where Mercy Reigns,and 
Triumphs over Judgment. And 
what is it but Mercy, That the 
Heavens are not on Fire over 
our Heads; and the Elements 
melting with fervent Heat about 
our Ears? What but Mercy, 
That the Fallen Rebel-Creatures 
have any Time allowed em, and 
ſo many Means before em; to 
eſcape the deſerved Curſe, and 
to Regain the forfeited Bliſs? * 
This is the Favour , our great 
11 Redeemer has obtained for us: 
1 And for his ſake, does the World 
il - tand; Till ſuch time as all ſhall 
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be Gathered, whom he has Par- 


chaſed. And G O D's Patience 


will be prolonged , Till he ſee 


the Travail of his Soul, and be - 


risfied; So that the Lingring Souls 
which have ſtood it out ſo Long, 
and yield at laft ſhall find a Door 


of Hope open, to take em in; 


Though it be Late in the Day ; 
Yet Divine Patience ſtretches 
forth its Hand, even ail Day long. 
And O how Unwearied is that 


Patience, which ſtays fo great a 


While for the Coming of a Sin- 
ner, And does not at laſt Reject 

him, that he Came no ſooner ! 
* Qathat 1 ſhould be ſtill Suf- 
fer to Live upon Earth, When 
my due Portion is to lye in Hell! 
Yea, that I ſhould be put in a 
Way for Heaven, after all that 
I have done, to provoke the Lord 


to ſwear in his Wrath, That 1 
ſhould not enter into his Reſt! O 
_ that 


, : 
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that it ſhould be fo done to 
che Vile Creature, and the Mi- 
+ © © ſerable Sinner! I deſire with all 
my Soul, To Admire and Extol 
the Father of Mercies,that deals 
{o Mercifully by me; and to 
Bleſs and Praiſe his Name, That 
I am in the Hands of ſuch a Pa- 
rient and Merciful G OD; who 
have ſuch extreme Need of all 
his Wonderful Patience with me; 
and ſhould be for ever Undone, 
without his tender Mercy ſhew'd 
upon me. O that I may right- 
f 2 the happy Privilege vouch- 
af d to me; and not grow up- 
on this Patience, till it be at an 
End with me! But ſo Come in 
upon the Long-ſuffering of GOD, 
'T hat I may find it prove the 
Salvation of my Soul. 
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GOD's Univerſa eficence. 4 
A 1 
Mat the Lord is Good to al, 
and his tender Mercies are 
over all bis Works ; That he gives 
to all men Liberally, aid Scatters 
his Largeſſes every where abroad - 
in the World, with an open and 
plentiful Hand, to Satisfy the De- 
h ire of every Living Rag; This 
is What his Word, even all over, 
Aſſerts; And a thing which like 
wiſe ſhews it ſelf ſo plain, that 
every one may clearly ſee it. 
Though we do not uſe ſo much 
to Wonder at it, when they that 
Deſerve Well, Fire well ; Yet to 
| ſee Good done to the Evil, and 
Kindneſs heap'd upon the Un- 
grateful, gives us fuch a Surprize, 
as much puzzles us to tell ths | 
. Reaſon. E. 2 But | 


Mau wc 


— 
* 


Ld 


% | f * — 
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But withthe GOD that does 


all things Few" hf and Great, 
What more uſual, than to pour 


_out his comfortable Bleſſings a- 


bundantly, even upon all Indiffe- 
rently ! Making his Sun to Shine 


and his Rain to fall, upon the Good 


and Bad, upon the Fuſt and Unjuſt :. 
Filling Worldlings Bellies with 
bis bid Treaſures , and putting 
even his worſt Enemies ſome- 
times in the fatteſt Paſtures. The 


. Earth has he given to the Children 


of Men; Pſal. 115. 16. As his 
Open houſe to all Comers ; and 


the Common Room for Entertain- 
Ment of one with another. And 
every Year does he Renew the 


Face and the Fruits of the Earth ; 

To provide freſh Supplies for 
growing Neceflities: Lea, to 
miniſter Conveniences and Va- 
rieties, Dainties and Superflui- 


ties: Not only to feed the Lp 
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of Life, but to make it burn 
Bright and Sweet: And to fill the 
Heart with Food and Gladneſs both 
together. So does the Great Ma- 
ſter of this World's Family keep 
his Standing Table, and Spread 1t 
even as Wide as the World it ſelf: 
Where all manner of Creatures, 
(according to their various Ap- 
petites, ) do find their Agreeable 
Feaſt; from the Nobleſt and 
Greateſt, even down to the ve- 
ry Vileſt and Leaſt of em. 

That Goodneſsof GOD which 
endures continually, is ſo Free 
and Diffuſive of it ſelf, That it 
is ever Running over, to Fill and 
Pleaſure a World of Creatures, 
which hang all upon Him, and 
do not expect in vain from 
Him : For he duly Feeds em; 
and gives asmuch as they Crave 
even to the Worſt of em: To- 

them that do not Mind and A- 
3 E. 4. dore 


1 


— 
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dore and Thank and Love the 
Bleſſed Giver ; Yet do they ſtill 
Live upon him: And large Ex- 
perience have they of his Boun- 
17; Though he finds no Returns 
of their Duty. O what amaz- 
ing Goodneſs; What Wonderful 
Bounty is it! Who will not Ad- 
- mire it! But yet who can Expreſs 
it! How excellent is thy Loving 
kindneſs, O GOD! Pfal. 36. 7. 
I am Rapt even out of my ſelf, 
to Muſe upon it: But cannot 
tell what to fay Great enough 
of it./ So Great 1s it even to All, 
That thy very Enemies go away 
with fuch Large Shares, as are 
to their very Hearts Wiſhes. 
But O how far Greater yet is 
it to thy Choſen, the Children of 
thy Love ; that Fear to Offend 
thee, and go with Hearts full 
of Care to Pleaſe thee ! O how 
great is thy Goodneſs , which thou 
| BY haſt 
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haſt. Laid up for tbem that Fear 
thee.; which thou haſt wrong bi _ __ —_— 
them that truſt in thee! Pſal.31.19. 
Thou doſt net give them, Lord, 
all their Good things in this | 
Life: But haſt laid up in Store 
for _ infinitely Better bereaf- 
ter. Thy Bleſſed Glorious Self 
art indeed their exceeding Grear: 
Reward. Gen. 15. 1. And no- 
thing but Heaven it ſel and the 
Eife Eternal, can ever ſufficĩent- 
ly inform em, what. thou wilt 
do for em 
For there is a Loving kinda 
of the Lord, that. is better than 
this Life,andall its choiceſt Com-- 
forts : Of which yet Men are 
{o extremely Fond, they ſeem 
to Care for nothing elſe. Re- 
deeming Love, (thats alſo Ever- 
laſting Love,) Tis the. Higheſt 
of all Love. And O how: welk 
may it be called Ineſtimiable Dove! 
E Eren! 


—— 
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Even that which (alas,) is ſo 
commonly the leaſt Regarded, 
O how ought it, above all, to 
be for ever Admired! That the 
_ GOD of all Grace ſhould(with- 
out any Motive, but his own 
Good Pleaſure,) ſo Remember 
poor miſerable Sinners, in their 
Low eſtate, as to Give Him to 
Dye for em, with whom he alſo 
freely Gives All things | Rom. 8. 
32. What do the Redeemed o 
the Lord ſay to it? See Epb. 2. 
4. — GOD, who is Rich in 
mercy, For his great Love, where- 
with he Loved s, even when we 
were Dead in Sins, has quicken'd 
> as together with Chriſt, and Rais d 
ws up, to fit in Heavenly Places: 
That he might ſhew the exceeding 
Riches of bis Grace, in his Rind- 
meſs towards us, through Chriſt Fe- 
ſus. He has taken us up, even. 
tom the Mouth of Hell. to ſit 


A | down 
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down in his Kingdom of Hea- - 
ven. And to 7 us unto- 

that Higheſt Glory, He would 
_— down even to our Loweſt 
Miſery : And take upon him, 
not only our Nature, but even 
our Sin, and our Curſe: To pay 
our Scores, out of his own Trea- 
ſures ; and'to magnify his Pow- 
er and Goodneſs, in all out 
Weakneſs and Wickedneſs. For 
GOD commendeth his Love to- 
wards us, in that when we were 
yet without Strength, Lea, when 
we were (without any Worth, 
Sinners, and Ungodiy; Chriſt died 

for us. Rom. 5. 6, 8. 

O how ſtrangely. will Love 
mould itſelf even into all Forms, 
according to the Neceflity of its 
Object; Even to Stoop and to 
Suffer,aawell as to Riſe and Re- 
joice with it! And here, O here is 
the Myſtery of that Divine Love 
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ſtery to deep, that the Glorious, 


had Refpe& to the frail Crea- 
tures, Fallen through preſſing 
Temptation into a moſt Lamen- 
table condition; And took ſuch 
a Remedy for the Miſery, as 
will ſtand for an Amazement, 
even to all Eternity. 


Here, indeed, we may Con- 


_ template and Adore a Miracle 


of Omni potenqʒ, as well as of Mer- 


ever bring himfelf to Stoop ſo 
| Eow; and todo that which ſeems 
to extremely unlike Himſelf. 
For tis much more Strange, 
That the great G O D ſhould 
de Made Neſb, than that he ſhould 
- Make a Horld. That He, who 
J infmitely Above as, ſhould, 


hich paſſeth Knowledge: A My- 
Angels bow down, with deſire to 
Look into it. 1 Pet. 1. 12. Toſèee 


how their and our Lord's Com- 
paſſion, with yearning Bowels 


ey: That the moſt High could 


(TO: 


| 
: 
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(eo Save us,) become as one of 
us: and ſink into a ſtate, where 
be ſhould be expos d to Weak- 
% J neſs and Contempt, and Suffer- 
ing and Death. Should any have. 
ſtarted the Queftion, Can ſuch 

a thing be? Who but He that: 

can Do, what we cannot Think, 

could ever have ſolvd it in the- 

Affirmative? But infinite Good- 

neſs and Love, back d with in- 

finite Wiſdom and Power, can 
never be Gravell d, in doing: 
that, which it is his Delight to 
do; Though it be the Amaze- 
ment of all the World, that ever. 
it ſhould be ſo done; And the 
Infidels Triumph over - Chriſtia- 
nity, That it is a thing quite: 
beyond all. Poſſibility. 

O to what 1 a p 
has the Beneficence of G GD 
bere extended it. ſelf: That he 
_ thould! give. to the Guilty and 


Con- 


— 


© - 
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Condemned, not only their Par- 


don and their Lives, but give em 
his Chriſt, and give emHimſelſ; in 
a Donation never to be Recall'd, 
in a Union never to be Diſſolvd! 


And to view this Loving kind- 


neſs forward, as well as back- 
ward, will yet further raiſe the 
Foy of our Hearts;together with 
the Wonder of our Minds; For 
where tis once begun, So will it 
hold on as never to end. The 

edeemed of the Lord being 


28 m culiar Treaſure and his 


conſtant Care; To whom he 
will Extend a Favour, even as 
durable as Himſelf, and never be 
weary to do em Good. Though 
in Love to em, he ſometimes 
Afflict em; Yet his Loving kind- 
eſs will be not utterly take from 
'em ; nor ſuffer his Faithfutneſs to 


Fail. Pſal. 89. 33. No: e that 
Feeds the Ravens and Cloaths 


the 
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the very Ground ; Shall he not 
Feed the Souls of his Choſen, 
his 'Beloved ; and Adorn em 
with 2 Comelineſs, that Himſelf 
puts upon em? He will Give to 
em, all that is moſt highly Pri- 
zed by em; His Word, his Spi- 


rit, his Grace, his Love; the 


Light of his Countenance, and 
all the Good things that accom- 
pany Salvation. But what he will 
do for 'em in the World hereaf- 
ter, we are left only to Wonder ;. 
For it does not yet Appear. .. ö 
123 Eye hath not Seen, nor Ear 
rd; Neither have enter d into 
the Heart of of man, the things which | 
G O D hath prepared for them that 
Love him. 1 Cor. 2. 9. And who 
are theſe his Lovers? Who but 


his Beloved 2 His own Love be- 


ing the powerful Cauſe of ours : 
For we Love him, Becauſe he firſs 


Loved » 1. 1 Toh. 4. 19. 
And 
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And ſuch boundleſs Goodneſs, 
ſuch free Kindneſs, ſuch tender 


_ Everlaſting Love, O Soul, 
fhall I not Wonder at it; Vea 
Truſt in it; and wholly: caf 
my Self upon it? What I have 


not only Heard, but Found and 


Felt, by a long Experience, and 
_ abundance of ſweet. ſurprizing 
Inſtances ;_O ſhall I Miſdoubt 
it? Shall I Stagger through un- 


belief concerning it? Though. 


many Temptations {till are Aſ- 
faulting me; and black Deſpair 
begins ſometimes to Invade me: 


Yet, Why. art thou Caſt down , O 


my Soul, and why. art thou Diſ- 


quieted within me 2 Hope thou in 
GOD : For I ſhall yet Praiſe him, 
and find new matter ſtill for his. 


Praiſe. -*. | 
For all his paſt Favours to me, 


what are they but the Earneſts of 
future Favours that Ire. has for 
1 me.? 


_ . 
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„ me? And the Greateſt things he 
r has already done, What but ſome 
, little Specimens of the things 
which he will do? His kind 
| | Promiſes, They are my rich 
e Treaſures: And where 6 O. D 
d Cath Spoken, I will Rejoyce ; Tho 
1 it may be ſometimes with Trem- 
5 bling. I will Rejoyce in his Un- 
4 meaſurable Goodneſs ; while I 
: Tremble at my own molt ill 
1 Deſerts, I will Fear Him, that 
_ | can Caſt me into Hell; But not 
. Fear that he will do it. Or 
where my Fears are raiſed by my 
} Sins; Thoſe Fears ſhall be ſur- 
4 mounted by my Faith: And I 
i will Believe, though I am a 
Sinner, That GOD will be Pro- 
| pitious to me, and. Reconciled . 
in my Saviour: And, through 
his infinite Merits, will Accept 
the *frail Endeavours which F 
offer; Inſtead of that perfect. 
| | 2 Obedi- 
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Obedience, which I cannot per- 
form. Still cheerfully will I go 
on with my Duty: Remembring 
that the Lord whom I ſerve 1s 
10t only the Richeſt Poſſeſſor, 
but the kindeſt Father: Good to 
_ the Soul that Seeks him; and Rich 
unto all that Call upon him: Taks 
ing Pleaſure in his Servants Pro- 


' ſperity; Yea, and to make em 


the moſt perfectly and Eternal- 

If Happy: To Swprize em with 
a Happineſs, not only above all 
that they could ever Deſerve ; 
But ſtill more Great and Excel- 
lent than ever they could tell 
how to Think. 9 
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"CH A P. IL: 
60 D's Wonderful Works.. 


SECT. 1. 


The Wonders of the Creation. 


Hat GOD Created Hea- 
ven and Earth in the Begin- 
ning of Time, when before there 
was none of em, nor any Thing 
but Himſelf; His Word acquaints- 
us: Gen. I. 1. And that it is 
not Six Thouſand Years ſince that 
Beginningof all things Created, 
Chronologers (from the fame - 
Word,) undertake to aſſure us. 
Now if do Wonder, That He 
who was from all Eternity did 
oh | Make 


„* 
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» — 


Make Nothing before then; Still 


might there be the ſame Won- 


der, Though he had made the 
World Millions of Years or of 
Ages ſooner: Or though he had 
made never ſo many Worlds be- 
fore this: For even ſo, {ſtill 
would there have been an infi- 
nite Eternity elapſed, before He 
Made any thing. 
But that the World it ſelf 
ſhould be Eternal, Were the 
thing at all Poſſible, Yet durſt I 
not Believe it; Eeſt I ſhould: fo 
make a God of it. Becaufe that 
which was not Made, but Ex- 
ited from Eternity, is only the 
Deity. And Matter Cee val with 
the Maker, Exiſting from Ever- 
laſting, is only a Notion, that 
I-ſee not where it has any Foun- 
dation, unleſs in the wild Ima- 
gination. e 


Bur. 
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But would I give way to ſuch 
Roving thoughts; Rather might 
I Wonder, T or GOD, who 
had no need of the World ſhould 
ever Make it at all; than that 
he ſhould not make it ſooner : | 
Seeing he Gets che ful at all by 
it; and was to the full, as Hap- 
py without it. And weare ok | 

. 4. laſt Ver. That merely 


"= 5 Pleaſare twas that ever he 


Created it. 
But ſince the Eternal Bleſſed 

Lord, who is fo full of Wonder 
in his .own Divine Nature, has 
been pleas d to Erect this World, 

as a ſtupendous Monument and 
Viſtble Mirror of his amazing 
Glory: And to Rear ſuch 4 
Magnificent Pile of Heaven and 


Earth, out of no Pre-exiſtent 
Matter: To make the barren 


Womb of Nothing bring forth 


ſuch a mighty Off- ſpring: Muſt 
We 


e the Earth, and t 
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we not needs ſay, This is the 
Lord's Doing; and it is Marvel- 
Tous in our eyes? 

Great and Marvellous are thy 
Works, Lord God Almighty, Rev. 
15. 3. O how Great, how Ho- 
nourable and Glorious; ſougbt out 
of all that have pleaf * therein 4 
The Lord has made bis Wonderful 
Works to be Remembred. Pſal. 3 
Wg And as long oh 
World ſtands, The Heavens will 
declare the Glory 225 God ; and the 
Firmament ſhew Handy-work. 
Pſal. 19. 1, Even the Viſible 
- Hoſt, Sun, Moon, and Stats, 
as well as the Intellectual Hoſt 
of Heaven (his Angels,) will 
Preach his Praiſe ; and tell us 
how wonderfulhy High and Great 
He is, that ſitterb on the Circle 
Inhabitants 
thereof are as —— That 


Prereberh out the Heavens as a Cur- 


tain, 
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tain, and ſpreads them out as a Tent 
to dwell in, Ija. 40. 22. Himſelf 
directs and commands us, to fix 
our eyes upon that moſt Ample 
Glorious Looking-glals ; to Con- 
7 51 Him in 2 Ro,” 26, 
Lift up your eyes on High, Be- 
104 —4 Cam things 3 
that brings forth their Hoſs by 
Number, and calleth them all by 
Names ? So that it is not a vain 
Gazing z to View the Heavens, 
and there See and Admire the 
Works and Wonders of their Al- 
mighty Maker, Upholder, and 
Mover: which will not only 
Inſtruct, but alſo Raiſe out 
Thoughts of Him, that there 
Inhabits and Reigns over all. 

And O what upon Earth, from 
the Biggeſt of all Creatures, 
down to the Leaſt, but do fill 
the Contemplative Soul with 
Admiration, to Behold em? 

00 | For 


CODE. — — 


For no leſs Great and Wonder- 
ful is GO D, in the Contexture 
and Movement of a little Gnat, 
or the Mite ſo ſmall, that with- 
out a Microſcope it eſcapes ' all 
our Sight; Vea, the Living 
Creatures ſo extremely Dimi- 
nutive, that many Thouſands 
of 'em may lye within the com- 
paſs of one drop of Water; ( no 
leſs to be Admired in theſe ) 
than He is in the huge Maſſy 
> Elephants, or the high Tow'ring 
Hills, the wide roaring Seas, or 
the frightful Burning YVulcano's. | 
In all the Animal kind, what 
ſounds more contemptible, than 
the Inſect and the Worm ? And 
yet even among the perfect A- 
nimals,where ſhall you ſee more 
Admirable Productions, than thoſe 
of the Bee and the Sill-Worm? 
The ſage Polity,the regular Me- 
thode, and the inimitable Arobi- 
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tecture of the one; The ſuper- 
fine Thread, the compact — 
Web, and the ſurprizing Chan- 
es of the other, make the Hi- 
flory of em both a very enter- 
taining Diverſion even to the 
greateſt Scholar, and to every 
ingenious Searcher into the 
Wonders of Nature. 
Yea, that great Man, ſo 3 d 
for his Wiſdom, Prov. 6. 6, 7, 


8. ſends the careleſs Sluggard 


down lower, even to the. poor 


vile Ant, for a Tutor; by her 


example, to teach him 2 


cauſe ſhe catches the ſeaſon of 
Summer and Harveſt, while her 
Suſtenance lies within reach, 

and at Liberty abroad; and 
when the Weather is fair; and 
the Ways dry and ſmooth for 
ather and 
be ſuffici- 
ent 


— bs 


f 
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ent for a time of Need: either 
by ſingle ſtrength, fetching off 
what ſhe can deal with her ſelf; 
or calling in joynt forces of her 
Yoke-fellows, where ſhe finds 
the Cargo too heavy for her own 
Ability: And then to lay up 
ſafe the acquired Booty in lit- 
tle Subterraneous Burns ; ſuch 
as ſhe takes care to defend with 
narrow winding Paſſages, a- 
gainiſt the Incurſions of Rob- 
ders; and alſo with a ſtrong thick 
Roof, againſt the injuries of 
foul Weather. 7 
Who can caſt his eyes even 
#ny where abroad in the World, 
but he 'muſt ſay, as Pſal. 104. 
24. O Lord | ' How munifeld are 
thy Works ! In Wiſdom haſt "thou 
made em all. For do not we ſee 
even the Animals that under- 
ſtand nothing of their own 
Frame and Architecture, how 
N . curi- 
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curiouſſy they were Wrought in 
the dark and ſecret Shops of 
Nature, yet ſtill producing their 

Likezto keep up their Species in the 
World? But alas! what is it that 
they do, any more than as poor 
Inſtruments under the mighty 
Demiourgos; that Eternal Spring, 
and Firſt Mover, which ſtill 
Worketh all in alls?ʒ̃ © 

The Works themſelves, ſo Re- 
gular, and full of ſuch Curious 
Contrivance and Abſtruſe Arti- 
fice, That the deepeſt Philoſo- 
pher, in his whole Life, (tho 
he ſtudied nothing elſe,) ſhall 


never be able to account for all 


that is in any one of em: Theſe 
Works of Nature (as we call 
em, ) Do they not plainly ſpeak 
a Divine Author ; and Father 
themſelves upon a Parent of un- 
ſearchable Council, and bound- 
leſs Power ? When, what Da- 
vid ſaid of himſelf, Pſal. 139. 
„ 14. 
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14. I may ſay, not only of my 
-own Body, but even of every 
Living Creature in the World, 
tis fearfuly and wonderfully Made. 
And the moſt curious Watch 
that ever was wrought, is no 
way comparable to the Bod) 
but of a Mouſe, or a Hy. A 
the moſt admirable Pieces of 
Art, how extremely ſhort {till 
do they come, of any Work of 
GOD! Though even the Ar- 
tificers Works may be called Ha 
too; Becauſe He, by Man, does 
em: Yet what he does immedi- 
ately Himſelf, How incompara- 
bly does it Exceed em 
How much matter of Won- 
der may I raiſe, even from the 
Wind, that's call'd buta Vapour.; 
And from the Ligbt, which ſhews 
me every thing, but it ſelf? 
'The Wind,that even daily Gueſt, 
which boldly comes in and out 
2-1 1 Mane 
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among us; and nothing more 
| familiar to us: We Hear it, we | 
g Feel it; and how often do we 
p find the prodigious Force of it;: | 
4 in ſuch Dilapidaticns and Deſo- 
lations wrought by it, as would 
quite exceed all our Belief ; had 
a we not the indubitable Proof of © 
of 
ill 


Eye-witneſs for it: Let who 
can trace its Meanders, and de- 
c {cribe its Barriers,and the Terms 
or of its Progreſs ? 

And for the Light, that Man- 
tle of the Deity, which covers ir 
ſelf with Light, as with a Gar- 
ment: Pſal. 104. 2. Yea, that 
Emblewof GOD himſelf, who 
is ſaid to be Light: 1 Fob. 1. 6. 


h Its — in an T»fant from 
Kong the one ſide of Heaven to the 
2 


other, and filling up all that 

IF 2 mighty Space, at once, makes 

el it the Vonder; Aud its Cheriſhing: 

the whole Creation, as withſome- 
„ what 

ong | 2 5 
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what of Heaven it ſelf let down 
to Earth, makes it as much the 
Joy, of the World. Moſt. of 
the prized Learning and plea- 
ſing Knowledge, which we ga- 
ther from the Study of G OD's 
Works, and from Books, and 
other pieces of Art, Does it not 
come in at our Eyes, by this 
Vehicle of Light? And in this 
moſt Excellent Admirable Crea- 
ture, O may I, my Soul, ( as 
Iought,) Admire and Adore the 
moſt Glorious Creator, who by 
ſaying, Let there be Light, Made 
it: And (with an unwearied 
Patience and Kindneſs to the 
wicked Abuſers of it,) ſtill Con- 
tinues, and every day Renews 
it, | 1 
When I look up to the Glo- 
rious Canopy, over my Head, 
Shining with bright Beams by 
Day; and Bedeck'd with innu- 
SY mera- 


1 
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merable Spangles by Night; 
And ſee all there ſo Orderly- 
keeping their Ranks, and fulfil- 
ling their Courſes; That they 
never Deviate, nor miſs it in 
the leaſt, either for Time or 
Place: But ſuch conſtant Regus 
larity is there among em, ſet- 
led by a Decree which ſhall not 
paſs: Plal; 148. 6. That Aſtro- 
nomers can punctually tell all 
Aſpetts and Eclipſes, with their 
Dimenſions and Durations, and 
juſt in what point of the Hea- 
vens every Star ſhall be at any- 
Time; even a Hundred, nay 
more than a+, Thouſand, years 
before. To what then can I 
aſcribe. ſuch unerring Orden 
and Decorum in the Heavenly 
Bodies, and the Luminaries a- 
bove ; (That true Muſick of the 
Spheres, ) but to an Omni potent 
Mover, and an Omniſcient Tea- 
cher F. F 3 Plain- 
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Plainly can I perceive both 
an Annual, and a Diurnal Moti- 
on and Revolution of the Sun, 
or of the Earth: That either 
the Sun is carried through the 
Zodiac, round about the Earth; 
Or elſe the Earth, in fuch 2 
flope Line mp the Ecliptic, is 
carried about the Sun, once a 
Year: Yea, That either that 
mighty Body of the Sun, thro' 
its vaſt Orbit, flies in a parallel 
Line, round. about the Earth ; 
Or elſe the Earth, on its own 
Axis, whirls round every Day. 
Take which part I will, the 
more I conſider, the fuller do 1 
find it of Wonder. Such a con- 
ſtant daily Motion of the Migh- 
ty Sun, and of all the Planets 
and fix'd Stars likewiſe, (above 
a Thouſand times quicker than 
any Bullet out of a Gun,) ma- 
ny T houſands of miles in a Mi- 
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The Wonderful GOD. 105 
nute, and ſome Hundreds of 
Miles, Yea, (according to ſome 


Modern Aſtronomers, ) above 


a Thouſand, but in the beating 
of one ſingle pulſe ; I will not 
call it Impoſſible, (Becauſe with 
GOD all things are Poflible: ) 
But to me it ſeems not at all Pro- 
bable; That ever Nature ſnould 
take ſuch a mighty Round about 
way; and force the Stars to 
fly ſwifter than any Arrow, 


that ſnould compaſs the Globe | 


of the Earth, above a Thouſand 
times, (near two Thouſand 
times,) in an Hour ; When the 


very ſame Deſign may be gain- 


ed in ſo much a Nearer and Ea- 
ſier way, But by the ſingle 


Turn of this one little Planet. 


And yet what J call the Shor- 
ter Cut, 8 e. For — Globe of 
Earth to be perpetually Turnin 
about, as a Spinning Wheel 
Fs on 
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on its own Center, a Thouſand: 
mile. an hour, in the Equinox : 
and alſo at the ſame time, mov- 


ing .much faſter, ( as a flying 


Roll) in that Circle of ſo wide 
Compaſs, about the Sun: That 
the Body ſo exceedingly Bulky 
and 2. and in all appea- 
rahce: ) ſo very unfit for Four- 


ney, ſhould be ſuch a great and 


continual Traveller , among the 
Czleſtial Orbs ; and not only 
whirl it felf Round daily, but 
alſo be ſtill on a Voyage forward, 
like a Bowl in a Progreſive, as 


well as Circular Motion; To 


fwing along, and Coaſt about 
the Center of the World, (tho' 
at a very wide Diſtance from 
it;) And for all its exceeding 
Ponderoſity, never ſlack its pace; 
And for all its want of any Senſe, 
never miſs its way: This has ſo 


much of Wonder in it, That L 


expect 
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expect to find but very few, who 
will Believe it. However, Be 


it on the Suns part, or on the 
Earth's part; For certain there 


is a Uniform, continual; never- 
ceaſing Motion, very full of Ad- 
miration. E 15:88 

And though men uſe moſt of 
all to Admire Monſters and Pro- 
digies ; and ſtare not at the Sun, 
and Moon, but in their Eelipſes: 
Vet methinks, I ſhould moſt of 
all Wonder at GO Ds hand in 
the conſtant progreſs, and the 
even pace of Nature; and ſuch . 
a Series of ſtanding Miracles, 


(as I may call em,) That all 


things even the Inanimate, which 
have no Principle. of Senſe in 
themſelves, and ſeem quite Left 
to Themſelves, ſhould yet con- 
tinue, according to GO D's Ordi- 
nance ,,Pſal. . 119; 91. So juſt 
and fo exact, eyen from the be- 
ginning to this very Day, with- 
* out 
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out any manner of Deviation. 


And that every thing, all over 


the Frame of the World, ſhould 
be ſet and Rang d in ſuch Apri- 
tude, and ſuch Uſefulneſs; That 
all the various parts, how dif- 
ferent and Repugnant ſoever to 
one another, (Like the Fire and 
Hail, two ſuch Contraries, as 


the Extremity of Heat and 


Cold; which we ſometimes ſee, 
as well as hear of 'em, Ming- 
led together : Exod. 9. 24. ) 
Yet they. agree together in a 
perfect Harmony, (like a migh- 
ty Muſical Inftrument,)to found 
torth the Eternal Almighty Ma- 
ker's Praiſe : who does ſuch 
great things, and Unſearchable ; 
Marvellous things without number. 

Job 5:9. 3 | 
Many, O Lord my GOD, (0 
bow many!) are thy Wonderfu| 
orks, which thou baſt done. Pſal 
Sq, 8 
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40. 5. I will Remember the Works 
of the Lord: Surely I will Re- 
member thy Wonders f old. Pſal. 


77. 11. For 'tis nothing fair, 


That ever the Commoneſs ſhould 
take off from any of the Mon- 


der; When fo eaſy a Cure 1 
have in readineſs for that Eye- 


fore: Which is, but to wink my 
Eyes, and then preſently open 
them again; as if I had never 
feen any thing at all before: 
But ſuppoſe my felf, and all 
things elſe, even juſt then new- 


ly to Spring up, and begin; For 
thus would they be to me, ever 


New, and ever Strange. Yea, 


the very Commonneſs of thoſe 


Inter-Changes of Day and Night, 


of Spring and Autumn, Sum- 
mer and Winter, which are ſo 


nicely Conſtant and Punctual 


in Nature ; Rather ſhould they 
add ſtill to my Wonder ; Unleſs - 
: I will 
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I will beſo Abſurd, as to Won- 
der more at any Chance and 
Confuſion, than at the greateſt 
| ReRtitude and Order. | 
J muſt not then only take Ra- 
rities for Wonders, Or ſuch things 
as I never Saw or Heard of be- 
fore: For ſo, the things which 
I every day do Behold , may 
be as much Wonders to many 
that dwell in other diſtant Parts 
of the World. But the whole 
of GO D's Handy-Work, O 
how full is it of Wonder, one 
thing with another 
And that we no more do Won- 
der, why is it, but becauſe we. 
do ſo little Conſider? But to me, 
tis ſtill more a Wonder; When 
ſuch as cannot chuſe but ſee 
much more of GOD's Handy- 
work than others, That they 
ſnould think and ſpeak of it 1 
rudely and flightly;as that, which 
tO 
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to them ſeems Trifling and Ea- 
{y : How Reproachful a Refle- 
ction is it upon ſuch Scholars, 
That many who ſee much Leſs, 
Yet turn it more to G O D's 
Praiſe, and to a great deal bet- 
ter Uſe? es 

O what are we our ſelves, e- 
ven every Creature about us, 
but ſo many Wonders! And to. 
ſee the even Infinite Variety of- 
Plants and Herbs growing on 
the Earth ; To ſee, out of ſome: 
{mall and dusky Seeds, that are 
but like Grains of Sand, Flow- 
ers Spring up, which with their 
Beauty Charm the Eye ; and. 
with their Scent ſhed Refreſh- 
ment ore the Brain: To ſee all 
thoſe Flocks of the winged 
Tribes which have the advan- 
tage of us, in Soaring Over us, 
come out. of ſo many Eggs; 
And all the Kinds and Herds of 
| Beaſts, 


— 


to me. 
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Beaſts too, even the biggeſt, 


from as ſmall Originals: To ſee 
em ſpontaneouſly Traverſing to 


and fro, about the Earth; ſome 
in ſtately Paces, ſome in ſwift 
Motions; and Feeding ſome 


upon Graſs, fome upon Corn 
and Fruits; yet turning it all to 
Fleſh : O how many glorious 
Glimpſes of the Wonderful Ma- 
ker and Mover may I ſteal out 
of ſuch Obſervations and Re- 
flections | — 
Nor need I go far, and roam 


0 abroad 5 tO ſpy Wonders ; or count 
my ſelf unhappy, to Die be- 


fore I have ſeen ſuch or ſuch a 
Sight : when I have at home a 


Thouſand Wonders to Contem- 
plate within me ; and as many 


ſtill in my View cloſe by me, 
Preaching the Mighty Power, 
and amazing Wiſdom of GOD. 


0 | 
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O my Soul, which of all the 
Creatures that ſurround me, but 
I may make a Text, from which 
to Sermonize and Meditate up- 
on the Wonderful Creator! And 
as Elihu admoniſheth , Job 37. 


14. may ſtand ſtil and Confider 


the Wondrous Works of GOD. 
And whatever it be, with which 
I am moſt Taken, in any of his 
Works ; does it not point and 
direct me to Look Higher, and 


ſee that in Him, which is in- 


comparably Better? More Rich 


and Sweet, and Great, and Good; 


and worthier of my Admirati- 
on and Love, than all that ever 
can find to Tempt and Pleaſe 
me, among his poor Creatures 
in the Wof[fds?s? 9 

But that I Lofe not my felf 
here, in fo large a Field; I muſt 


fall into ſome Racks where I am 


to Traverſe in my Thoughts, 
-  m"”_ 


\ 
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and Contemplate GOD's Won- 
derful Greatneſs, in the Great. 
neſt of his Works; his Wonder 
ful Glory, in the Glory off his 
Retinue; and his Wondenful 
Regard to Men, in Making 
o much as he has done for their 
Sakes. ö | 


SECT. * 


GO D's | Amazing Greatneſs 
in the Greatneſs. of his 


HE World is that grand 

1 - Theatre, wherein G O D 
is pleaſed to offer Himſelf unto. 
the View of every Reaſonable 
Soul. And which- of all the 
Creatures (tharare much more 
_ inſtructive Books, for Lay- men, 
and for the Learned. too, than 
| any 


* 
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- | any: graven Images, which of 


t. em) but may be made a ſort 
„Jof C-ſvif , to Reſolve. our _ 
ls Minds in many points, concern- 


il ing Him that Made it? But all 
g of em together, O how do they 
TY ferve to ro Admiratiom of 
che Wonderful Creator? When 
we Survey the World and the 
Fulneſs thereof, as all ſpring- 
ing from his Commanding: 
Word, who /pake em into Be- 
ing; and ſtill Upholds em in 
it, by the ſame Mord of bis Po]. 
er! ns 35 30t , ri 
O how Great and Awful will 
G OD appear to thee, wy S, 
To Look upon him, as Buildiſig 
that moſt ſtately Fabric of Hea- 
ven and Earth; Ss ing the Foun- 
dation of the ohe, and ſtretch- 
ing out the Expanſum of the o- 
ther; only with ſay ing, Let it 
be! And his Will and Word 
| were 
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were all the Hands and Tools, 
by which he Made the Whole. 
O who * ſo Great a GOD, as 
our GOD? Yea, who is GOD, 
fave the Lord? All the Gods of 
the Nations are. Idols; but the 
Lord made the Heavens. And 
the Gods, that have not Made the 
Heavens and the Earth, even they 
ſhall Periſh from the Earth,and from 
under theſe Heavens. Fer. 10. 11, 
Whatthelp then can they bring 
to their” 24 When they 
cannot keep off Ruin from 
themſelves ? But Happy is he whoſe 
Hope à in the Lord his GOD, that 
Made Heaven and Earth. Fſal. 
146. 5, 6. For what ſo Great, 
that it may not be Expected from 
the Great Creator of all the 
World! Al Nations whom then 

| baſt Made ſhall come and Worſhip 
before thee, O Lord, and ſhall Glo- 
rify thy Name. Fer thou art mw 
| _ 
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and doſt Mendrous things : Thou 
art GOD alone. Pſal. 86. 9, 10. 
0 The mighty Expectation then 
is to ſome purpoſe, from the 
f Almighty Maker of ſuch a 
y World. - 
| Now to attempt fome View 
of the Deity, ( 4 Poſtericri, ) In 
thoſe Black Parts, Exod. 33. 22. 
which I ſhall not be ſingular, if I 
take em to mean that great Syte 
of the Creation, wherein GOD 
has drawn ſome Shades and ob- 
ſcure Lineaments of Himſelf: 
Let me but Conſider, hoẽ much 
all this Wide World is more than 
Nothing: That ſo I may learn 
the more to Magnify GOD 
in my Thoughts; when 1 ſhall 
be made ſenſible of this, That 
GOD is as much more than 
all the World, even as all the 
World is more than Nothing. 


This 


12 
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This Globe of Earth, on 
which we Inhabit , (Vulgarly, 
though improperly calld the 
World,) 1: has ſtill been compu- 
ted above One and Twenty Thou- 
ſand Miles compaſs; Modern 
Geographers ſay, above Four 
and Twenty Tbouſand, in the 
neareſt Circuit: And ſo many 
ſpacious Empires and Kingdoms 
does it contain; furnifh'd with 
ſuch numerous Cities and 
Towns; Peopled with ſuch 
huge Swarms of Inhabitants: 
That take but one in a Hundred 
of the moſt Populous Cities; 
and you might find it a task im- 
poſſible, even in all your Life, to 
getAcquainted with every parti- 
cular Perſon belonging to it, but at 
any one time. And yet O what 
ſtrange Variety, and even un- 
conceivable Multpilicity of o- 
ther Creatures, beſide Men 0 
270% o- 
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n | Women, does the Earth pro- 
dice and abound with-elſewhere 
even all over; When ſo Full of 
ſomewhat or other it is, in eve- 
ry 8 and in every Cor- 
| ner? > . 
„Baut yetall this Earthly Globe, 
ie ſo very ample and Bulky, and 
y | Replenifh'd as it is in it ſelf; 
ns That though Men have Liv'd 
th near Six Thouſand Years upon 
| it; a great Part of it remains 
{till Uninhabited , -yea, not Di/- 
covered: (Yet) : compar'd with 
the Univerſe, and all the Crea- 
tion of GOD, O what is it, 
but even as a Drop to the Ocean 
Or as one Grain of Sand to all 
the Earth! Ja. 40. 15. As 4 
drop" of A Bus tet: As the. ſmall 
Diſt of the Balunce. Set it but 
over-againſt the High Heavens 
above it; and it will be found 
but a little Speck or Atom, and 
4 
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2 mere Indiviſible Point ; ſo ex- 
ceeding Minute and inconſide- 
rable; That Looking down 
from the Firmament, one could 
not at all Diſcern it. And the leaſt 


Star that there we ſee Fixed, 
does in Bigneſs far Exceed it. 


The Sun, though I know nat 
how far more Beneath the Fix- 
ed Stars, than we are Beneath 
the Sun, yet is counted, in the 
moſt moderate and Loweſt 
Computation, a Hundred and 
Sixty times Larger than all this 
Earth; ( moſt now ſay vaſtly 
Greater; ) and to be removed 
above Four Millions of Miles in 
diſtance from the Earth : And 
at the Diſtance but of bare 
Four Millions, (though now *tis 
generally taken to be abundant- 
y more,)aBullet moving in a di- 
req Line Fifteen Miles in a Mi- 
nute, would be above half a 


* 


( 
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- | Year paſſing from the Sun to 
te ß SEES 
J And by this 1. Majeſtiok 
Gl:bz of Light , ſo prodigiouſly 
ſt | or i ſelf, Yet eecauſe 
I, | ſo very far Remote from us, ap- 
t. © pearing in the Heavens but e- 
t ven as a Span breadth to us, We 
may make ſome proportionable 
h Conjecture at the Height and 
ie | Bulk of the Fixed Stars, that 
ſt are Situate ſo many Millions of 
id Miles farther beyond the Sun, 
us than we are on, this ſide it; 
ly That Aſtronomers obſerve and 
dd find thoſe Stars to have none of 
in ¶ that Parallax, which is diſ- 
1d I cerned in the Inferior Bodies of 
re Heaven. i. e. There's no ſeem- 
tis Wing difference of Length be- 
t- tween a Line drawn to em from 
li- Ithe Surface, and a Line drawn 
li- to em from the Center of the 
2 Earth. Becauſe the whole Earth 
Ar ” "0 (ar 


i 
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(at that vaſt Diſtance it is from 
em,) bears no manner of Pro- 


portion to em; and is nothing 


but a Point, rather to be under- 


ſtood by the Mind, than per. 


ceived by the Senſe. 
Yea, the whole Annual Orbit 
cf the Earth, whoſe Diameter 


is reckon'd, at the very Loweſt, 


Nine Millions of Miles, (ſome 
count it more than a Hundred 
times as much; ) Yet the Mo- 
derns believe it to carry very 
Little (if any) more Proporti- 
on, than ſuch a Point, fo the 
Fixed Stars, at ſuch an amazing 
Diſtance ; that (for Magnitude) 
are thought, many of em tc 
equal the Sun; and ſome (as 
the Dep-Ster, &c. ) to Exceed 
it. 

Which Dimenſions and Di 
ſtances of the Heavenly Bodies 
whoever may take em for Ar 


bitrarig 
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of bicrarious Dogmata , and extra- 
Om? 
vagant Conjectures; Yet are 


ro. \ 
oY they ſuch very Probable and ge- 
ing X 1 
16: nerally Approved Opinions, as 
er. che skilful in Aſtronomy can 
Per (within a ſmall compaſs,) De- 
bull wonſtrate, much to the Satisfa- 
eterl Ction of all 8 Enquirers. 
And I my ſelf, ( though no 


reſt, | . 
mel Pretender to any Proficiency in 


dredl ſuch Studies, worth the. menti- 
Mo.- oning, Yet ) have received ſo 
much Light and Content from 
others Performances and Expe- 
riments herein; That I do not 
doubt but the Magnitudes and 
Diſtances of the Luminaries 
above, are thereabout as the 
Learned do commonly Com- 
pute em; (Though they be not 
ſo exactly Agreed, as could be 


very 
orti- 

the 
Zing 
-ude) 
n to 
2 (as 
LCL + t 


Di vim d, among themſelves, about 
ics em. Yet they that know how lit- 


- Ar fle the Phanomena here in our 
Wa” G 2 Eyes, 
CraTlrly | YES, 
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Eyes, ſuch as the bigneſs of our 

_ Earth's Shadew appearing upon 
the Moon in her Eclipſe, (how 
little they) do alter; let the 
truth be on the one ſide or the 
other, can tell how to aecount t 
for all the Variation between ſuch I ( 
as riſe higheſt, and thoſe that 
reckon loweſt ; without ruin or 
prejudice to the Hypctheſis of 
n 


Magnitudes and Diſtances ſo 

vaſtly beyond all common ap- 
prehenſions.) i n 
And if ſuch they be, O then t. 
what a Marvellous Idea, and more o 
than common I houghts, does this G 

give us of the Whole Creation; 
Comprehending all thoſe num- — 
m 


berleſs Lights of Heaven; and 
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4 which ſeem to take up but ſuch 
: a very little Part of it, and toff ©: 
ſtick there, but as ſome pool 
twinkling Sparks ſer up in it en 
and do fill ſuch a very ſlendeſ 
: narf fa. 
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on | narrow Room in the vaſt un- 
»w ll conceivable Inter/prces of the 
he Mighty Univerſe | LCoes it not 
the appear to us even an Immenſ/e 
ant thing ; ; Where our Thoughts 
ich} (ſo Light and Volatile, andNim- 
hat ble as they are, Yet) do Flag 
or and fail. to Travel o're ſuch a 
Prodigious wide Circumference ? 
Beyond which {till, yer there 
may be (for ought we know, ) 
more Stars, and more Worids 
tod, than our Naked Eyes, (yea 
or help'd. out withall the belt ot 
Glaſſes,) can difcern. + 

The Creation of GO is 
Greater indeed than can. be 
Thought by us; who are ſo 
much hindered and Abuſed by 
our Bodily Senſe: That the 
very Piggeſt Bodies of all are 
even Loſt to our Sight. And it 
we attain to fee em at all, fo | 
* Remov'd, Tis but in che F 

5 G 3 CX- | 
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4 
f 


to our Sight they do Appear, 


Proſpect is veiy dim: and the 


our ſhort Sight, as leaves us but 


GOD; That a man cannot find 
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extremeſt Miniature; as ſo ma- 5 
ny Little Spangles. But the Leſs, 


the Bigger, will our Reaſon tell 
us, thar they really are. When Þ- 
fron” thence we can infer, the 

Diſtance between us and them I 
to be ſo .Immenſe , that our (0 


Medium ſo much too Long for 


to Cenjecture and Weonder,at what I 
we feel our ſelves in Pain, that 
we are not able any better to 
Diſcover. + f 
And this brings to my Mind, 
that of Solomon, Eccle/. 3. 11.1 
That zo man can find cut the Wirk 
which G O D maketh, from the 
Beginning to the End. And Chap. 
8. 17. 1 bebeld all the Work of 


cut all that i done under the Sun : | 
(How much leſs, what's * 
| | rene 


* 
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the Sun?) Becauſe though a m un 
(: labour to Seek it cut, yet be ſball 
„t Find it : Tea further, Though a 
Wiſe man think to Knew it, Vit. © 
5 be not be able to. find it. 
'Twere endleſs. to deſcend to 
particulars: And therefore I 
have not ſo much as recited all - 
the Meteors, which are fo many 
the of GO D's Hundert; Nor men- 
tioned that apparent Meteor 
wut che Iris, his great and beautiful 
hat Bow in the Clouds: Which af, 
ter all that I have any where 
read of its generation, by Re- 
fraction of the Sun's Beams ſhi- 
ning through drops of Rain, or 
11-f the Roſcid dewy Cloud, it ſtill 
remains to me as much a on- 
be der as ever. And though ſome 
I ſuch great things ſtrike our ſenſe 
more than others; What elſe 
indeed, but onder is even 
che whole that we ſee GOD _ 
G 4 has | 


$a — 


L 
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has done, and centinually does 


in the World? Of which there- 


fore, I can only cry out with 
the Pſal miſt, C2: Pal. 5. a. 0 


Lord, he Greet are thy Merks? 


And then, Who (without the 
greateſt Wonder) can think of the 
Incomprehenſible Father of the 


Univerſe Himſelf; the Almigh- 


ty Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
and cf all the innumerable 
Powers and Virtues , Splendors 
and Beauties, Excellencies and 


Rarities, to be Seen and Admi- 


red all over in both! For by the 
Greatneſs and Beauty of the Crea- 
tures, proportionebly the Maker of 
em zs ſeen. Wild. 13. 5. O what 
an Awe does it ſtrike into my 
Heart, towards this Great GOD, 
that has made ſuch a glorious. 


Diſcovery of Himſelf to the 


World, as tells how Auguſt and 


Tremendous, he is; who has. 


; brough t 
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brought all theſe Aſtoniſhing 
things to pals ! 


Let me but ſtand to Survey 
and Admire the Dimenſions and 
Bulk of ſome Celebrated Town; 
I think with my ſelf, This is 2 


very great Town. But pre- 


ſently Looking out farther, I 


ask my ſelf, O what à Spot is 
this Town to the whole Coun- 


ty! What this County, to the. 


whole Kingdom ! What this 


Kingdom, to the, whole Globe 


of Earth | What this Globe of 


Earth, but to the Body of the Sun! 
What tharBody of the Sun, to all. 


the vaſt and mighty Firmament ; 


in which it appears to my Eye, 


no bigger-than the Face of a 
Man! And yet, What all that 
Firmament it ſelf, with its un- 
known Contents, but even as 
Nothing to the Infimte Glori- 


ous Everlaſting Creator, Preſer- 
. Der 
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ver and Governor of all Heaven 
and Earth! With whom my 
Thoughts are ſwallowed up and 
Loſt, in that ſtrange Abyſs, 
Where I cry out, O the Depth! 
But. can find no manner of 
Bounds or Bottom. 
My Soul! Do but think, How' 
much more is this Wonderful 
Whole, than Nothing at all! 
And yet ſhalt thou find the Infi- 
nite Authcy of All, to be as 
much More than this Whole. 
For the whole World, though 
fo prodigiouſly Wide , yet has 
its certain Terms of . Magnt- 
tude/; whither it extends and 
no farther. And whatſoever 
may be Circumferibed falls no leſs 
than Infinitely ſhort of that, 
which has no manner of Bounds. 
Now fuch a Limited Subſtance 
is the World : Burthe GOD 
that Made it, is a Being abſo- 
lutely 


lutely Boundleſs, And as he is 


bl 
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Infinite, He does not only un- 
meaſurably, but infinitely Ex- 
ceed all that ever is Finite. And 
what are all Nations before 
Him, but as Nothing; and coun- 
ted. to Him, Leſs than Nothing and 
Vanity | Iſa. 40. 17. 
Again, the World but ſome 
few Thouſand Years ago, Be- 
gan to be; And before that Begin- 
ning, it was Nothing, (but only in 
the Purpoſe of him that Made 
it: ) And after a certain Time, 
(who can tell how Little?) All 
the things which we See, will 
Vaniſh away, and be no more 
Seen. They Abide, all of em, 
but during Pleaſure :. And their 
Continuance is ſo purely Pre- 
carious ; That they could not 
Support themſelves for one Mo- 
ment, Independent upon Him- 
that Preſerves 'em, | 
e But 
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But as for the Exiftence of. 
 G OD, Tis evermore the ſame, 
even from Everlaſting to Ever- 
laſting: without any manner of 
Beginning or Ending: And fo 
purely Independent roo ; That 
he is All, only of Himſelf, and 
within Himſelf. And the whole 
World can Add nothing at all 
to Him : Or, were it utterly 
Caſhier'd', It would Diminiſh 
Nothing at all from Him. For 
alas, what 1s the World, but as 
{ome faint Shadow or dark Re- 
 Rection of G OD Almighty? 
And then, Let the Shadow go 
or come, Appear or Vaniſh ; 
Let what Alteration can it ever 
make in the Subſtance ?_ 
The World, I confefs, is in 
it ſelf a moſt Wonderful Stru- 
cure ; a very Amazing Auto- 
maten; the Nobleſt Palace; and 
2 Perfect piece of Work. For 
| | "Mt 
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of. it is the Work of GO D; Wor- 
2, | thy of ſuch a Glorious Archi- 
'- || ze#. At the rearing of which, 
If the Morning Stars ſang toge- © 
O | ther, and all the Sons of GOD 
ac ſhouted for Foy, Job 38. Do: But: 
d | yet, Set over-againſt him that 
e Made it, Alas, What is it, but 
it a contemptible Trifle ? And all. 
y its Fulneſs and Varieties, com- 
h | par'd with G O D's Bleſſedneſs 
rand Perfections, what are they 
is | but mere Emptineſs and Nulli- 
5 ties? So that ſhould a man Gan 
2 the whole World, even in the Wi- 
0 deſt acceptation; Vet, ah Lord, 

5 What would he have, to Satisfy 
43 and make Happy his Soul! When 
All is but Vanity, how could he 
n chuſe but {till be Empty 2 
[- But the moſt Wonderful Ma- 
9 ker of All, he is infinitely Bet- 
d ter than All: Yea, Himſelf is 
I All, And, whatever, Good we 
IX þ FE 3; «5.06. + Rn 
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ſee any where, out of Him, O 


what is it, but ſome Ray deri- 


ved from Him, to direct us to 
Him; and Invite us ſtill more 


and more to Admire Him! 
nſtead of Languiſhing then, 
after any the Great or the Fine 


things of this World: O let me 
draw aſide thoſe Curtains, to ſee 


Behind em; ( to ſee J That 


which infinitely Exceeds em: 


The Good that was Eternally 
before em; and that will Eter- 


nally Survive em. For let this 
Good but be Known, It will 
moſt highly be Admird; and 


Hy the reſt will be utterly De- 


O my Soul | As Wide as the 
World 1s , yet it will not Hold 
thee ; Yea, it is but a Priſon O 
thee. Thou canſt Look through 
it;; and for ſomewhat that is 
quite on the other ſide it: Even 
that 
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that Immenſity and Eternity, 
which alone is Commenſurate to 
thy Capacity and Immortality. 
There then Expatiate and Enter- 
tain thy ſelf. And leave the 
World's Children to play with 
that Ball, which thou haſt caſt *' 
behind thee. „ 
But when Taken away from 
hence, why ſhould I be in per- 
plexing Care , where to find' 
Room and Poſſeſſions Large 
enough for me to Enjoy; a- 
mong ſo many Sharers, that 
there will be with me, in the 
World to come 2 Seeing my Ex- 


ion is all from Him, whoſe 


is the World and the Fulneſs there- 
of : Who is the moſt Munificent 
Rewarder of them that Seek 
him ; and has enough for 'em 


all. Yea, ſo much to Diſpoſe 


of; That ſhould he ſet every 
Servant of his, not only * 
en 
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Ten Cities, or Ten Kingdoms ; 
But over Ten ſuch Merlds as 
this Globe of Earth, yet would 
there be Room enough, and to 
ſpare, in his mighty Creation, 
for every individual Perſon. 


And if there be ſo much of 
'Content and Delightto be pick'd 


up even in this Earth; that is 
one of the ſmalleſt and meaneſt 
Parts of the Wide Wonderful 
Univerſe: If ſo much be here 
to Entertain and Pleaſure the 


men of this World; That mighe 


they but have it Securd and 
Continued, They d wiſh for no- 


thing more to be Enjoyed: O 
what ( beyond the higheft Flight 


of Imagination,) may we- be 


ſure, will be found in the Re- 


gions of Life and Light, and 
Purity and Perfection; Where 
nothing of Sin, or its conſe- 
quent Sorrow, has ever any 
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And how can Fancy it ſelf, 
with all its Mocł-Creations, for- 
ging things new and Marvellous 
even every moment, Vet (up- 
on the very utmoſt 1tretch of 
Liberty allow'd it,) how can it 
ever ſuggeſt any thing compa- 
table to that bleſſed Change, 
introducing the New Heaven 
and the New Earth, promiſed 
and pected; 1/a. 65. 17. and 
2 Pet. 3 13. When the Creature 
that fo long has been made 


[ubje# to Vanity, and conſtrain'd 


(with much Reluctancy, ) to 
ſerve a ſorry_ fort of Maſters, 
ſo ill employ'd in the wicked 
Abuſe of GO D's Mercy and 
Bounty, ſhall no longer groan 
under the heavy Preſſure; But 
find a joyful Diſcharge from 
that moſt tireſome Vatlalage ; 
and alſo paſs through ſuch a 
glorious R encuaticn, as Will cre> 

ate 


—_ 
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ate the ſtrangeſt Newvels , and 
multiply even perpetual Won- 
ders, far above any that were 
ever ſeen before: for the ſweet 
Surprize and Raviſhing enter- 
tainment of all that ſhall be ad 
mitted as the happy Inhabitants 
and glad Poſſeſſors of that ber- 
ter World. | 

But doſt thou not know, my 
Soul, That our Happineſs lies 
not in Enjoying this or the 0- 
ther fine Place, or ample Space, 
in the Creation of GOD; But 


in the Fruitionof Himſe/f; who 
is the Bleſſed Owner and Ma- 
ker of all; yea, infinitely great- 
er and Better than that all? 


And yet every one of his Saints 
ſhall have him All , entirely 
to himſelf; as if there were 
none elſe but himſelf, to be a 
Partaker. So Sufficient, ſo Su- 
perabundant is the infinite Bleſ- 

5 ſedneſs 
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ſedneſs of GOD, to Fill and 
Pleaſe, and Rejoyce, and Tran- 
ſport, innumerable Multitudes 
of Happy Creatures, more than 
ever he has Made. And not 
one ſhall be Forgotten ; Not 
one ſhall ever be Uneaſy : But 
every one Satisfied to the full : 
Yea, every one overflow with 
Joy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory. n 

To break off here, with that 
of Biſhop Hall, Med. 56. 34. 
Cent. He can never enough Won- 
der at G O D's Work, that knows 
not the Frame of the World. For- 


he can never conceive of the buge 


aud ſtrange Proportion of the Crea- 
tures: And he that 


nows this, 
can. never Wonder more at any thing 
elſe. I will Learn to Know, That: 
I may admire. And by that Lite 
tle which I Know, I will more 
Wonder 'at that which I know not. 
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O Lord my GOD! Thou 
art very Great. Yea, thy Great- 
neſs is unſearchable : And ne- 
ver could I think to come Nigh 
thee, nor to be at all Regarded 


by thee ; If thy Goodneſs were 


not of the ſame Infinite Extent 


with thy Gre:tneſs. Put when 


thou art infinitely Geed in thy 
Greatneſs, and infinitely Great 


in thy Goodneſs ; This gives 
me Encouragement to Draw. 


migh, with hopes to be Recei- 
ved, notwithſtanding all my ill 
Deſerts : and to be Supplied, 
even in all my greateſt Wants. 


For nothing is too Great, for 


the infinitely Great to do : And 


nothing is too Good, for the 


_ infinitely Good to beſtow. The 


Greateſt things then which thou 


knoweſt me to Need, I beg of 
thee to Give: Even Pardon for 
all my wicked Diſregard of thee; 

| rb and 
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and my preferring .this wretch- 
ed World before thee: And alſo 
ſuch Livine Light and Heaven- 
ly Grace, as may give Me an En- 
dearing Knowledge of thee, 
and a heart entirely ſet upon 
thee. O do. like thy ſelf, Lord, 
in doing ſuch Great things for 
me;-who deſerve not the Leaſt 
from thee. That I may till 
more and more Admire and 
Praiſe thee. 


SECT. z. 


GOD's ſurpaſſing Glory in the 
Glory of his Retinue, 


OD that is cloathed wich 
Glorious Light, not to be 

born by any Mortal eye, was 
kind to his Servant Moſes in not 
granting the Requeſt which he 
made, Exod. 33. 18. J beſeech 


thee, 
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| thee, ſhew me thy Glory: Giving 
him this Reaſon of the Denial, 


ver. 20. For there ſhall no man 


See me, and Live. But that Glo- 


which will not abide our di- 


rect Intuition, Yet may it be 


perceived, as in a Mirror, by 
ſome faint Reffection. And fo, 
The Heavens declare the Glory f 
GOD: And there that whic| 

we countthe biggeſt Luminary, 
is to us the brighteſt Repreſen- 
tation of his Glory. « 


But if I Admire the Sun, as 


the Fountain of Light; Though 
not appearing in the Firmament 
ſo much as a Foor-breadth; O 
how much more Glorious muſt 
I conceive Him that kindled 


and plac'd it there, buty as a - 


ſpark ſtruck from his own Eter- 
nal Uncreated Light ! Yet has 
hePurer and Brighter Suns(thac 
Shine by his Light,) about his 

Throne; 


es nee eee 
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ig Throne; ( Mentemg; profumdum 
l, circumeunt. Boeth.) above all the 
an Viſible Heavens in the Intel- 
O- | !:#aal World. 
li And as we Wonder at the 
de Princes of the Earth for the 
V Splendid Figure and the great 
0, | Number of their Servants ; the 
4 pompous Equipage and glitter- 
ning Train of their Attendants : 
„dos let me endeavour toraiſe my 
1 | Contemplation and Admiration 
of the GO D of all Glory; 
as | In Conſidering the Royal State 
hand high Dignity of thoſe Bleſ-- 
at} ſed Angels, the Top of his Crea- 
O Þ'| tures, Thar are {till about Him, 
and Next to Him. For ſo do 
*d | find him attended on | his 
4 Throne, in the Viſion ; Dan. 7. 
T- | 10. Thouſand Thouſands miniftred 
to him ; and Ten Thouſand times 
at | Tim Thouſand ſtood before bim. 


I In the Heaven of Heavens he 
a PY | ; ſhews 


Fd 
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ſhews forth the Grandeut of 
his Majeſty and the Splendor 
of his Glory, among the Thrones, 
and Cherubins , and Seraphims, 
Dominions, Principalities, and Pow- 
ers, Virtues , Areh- Angels , and 
Angels, all thoſe admired Cour- 
tiers and happieſt Favourites of 
the heavenly King,who are eve- 


ry one of em exceedingly high- 


er than any Kings of the Earth: 
And yet do find their Heaven in 
being ſo near to Him, and rec- 


kon upon no greater Honour, 


Joy, and Pleaſure, than to wait 
upon him, and to keep in with 
him, and drink in eternal Bliſs 
and Glory from him. 


But ſhould I attempt to Ba- 
299 the Hierachy of Heaven, 


might I not incur that cenſure, 
Col. 2. 18. To Intrude ints thoſe 
things which I have not Seen; and 
which the moſt Exalted Mind 

. here 
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here on Earth ( nowplung'd in 
Fleſh, ) cannot pretend any 
perfect Acquaintance with? 
Not to offer at any thing then, 
beyond what is plain in hol 
Scripture; There they are cal- 


led Spirits : Heb. 1. laſt ver. z. e. 


Intellectual Powers, that aR 
without the Incumbrance of 
any Bodily Organs; And move, 
even as quick as Thought, from 


the Higheſt Heaven to this - 


Lower Region, without the 
leaſt trouble of a Journey. And 
ſo do they Excel in ſtrength, Pſal. 
103. 20. that they are called the 
Mighty Angels. 2 Theſ. 1. , 

For how great is the miſtake to 


Ichink that all ſubſtance, and all 
Strength lies in Bodies? when 


there are indeed, no ſuch Sub- 
ſtantial and Robuſt Beings in 
the World as Spirits. Even the 
Almighty himſelf, who ſtill does 
H what. 


, . 
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whatever he Pleaſes, are we not 


aſſur'd that he 4 Spirit? Fo. 4. 
24. And did not one ſingle 
Angel of the Lord ſhe his extra- 


ordinary Ability, To cut down 


(in a Night) a whole Army; 
conſiſting of almoſt 729 Hun- 
dred Thouſand Men: and lay 'em 
all for dead Corpſes on the 
ground? 2 King 19. 35. Nor 
are they leſs Viſe than Mighty: 
The moſt Refined Underſtand- 


. ings, without any Cloud upon 


em: and of ſuch deep Reach, 
and quick Peneti ation, That to 
be Wiſe as an Angel of G O D, 
is a Periphraſis for one of the 
profoundeſt Judgment and ſhar- 
peſt Diſcerning. 2 Sam. 14. 17. 
And their Behoiding the Face of 
our Father in Heaven, does it not 
ſneak their compleat Helineſs, as 


well as their brighteſt Intelli 


gence ? That they are confirm 
ed in Goodneſs , and withou 
Tau 
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Ee ult before the Throne of G O D. 
Yea, That they are the Holy 
Angels alſo ſets them forth as the 
moſt H:ppy Creatures; Like to 
the ever Bleſſed , that is Glori- 
ous in Holineſs ? The Peers of 
the Heavenly Realm; not only 
Nigh to, but Great with the E- 
ternal King: Still taken up in 
that Preſence of His, where is 
Fulneſs of Foy. So that they 
need not go for Comfort and 
Joy abroad; nor ever to make. 
any Appearance here Below; 
but only in Kindneſs to their 
poor Friends in this World. And 
then is it in ſuch Radiant Glory 


above all that can be imitated 


on Earth-; As to make ſo Great 
2 Man as Daniel, One that had 
been us d to a Prince's Court and 
to ſtand before Kings, Vet to cry 


out, (as Chap. 10. 17.) How can 
the Servant of _ my Lord 
* a 


Talk 
with 


a 


148 Serious Thoughts of 
with this my Lord? For as fer 


me, ſtraitway' there remained no 


Strength in me; neither x there 


Breath left in me. 
They are, G O D's Hoſt, Ger. 
32. 10. As Horſes and Charicts 


of Fire. 2 King. 2. 17. Armies 
witheut- Number. Feb 25. 20. 


An innumerable Company of An- 


gels. Heb. 12. 22. So many, 


that all the Generations of men 


upon Earth may be but a Hand- 


ful to 'em : And all the Saved 
from among Men, ( for ought 
we know,) may: but fill up the 
Breach, made by that Detach- 
ment of 'em, which would not 
know when they were well, in 
the very place cf Bliſs ; but De- 
ſerted the Heavenly Hoſt, ne- 
ver again to be Reſtored. _ 

Now , conſider, My Soul; 
How do men Look with Admi- 
ration upon the Outſide of 
| Worldly 
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Worldly Grandeur; Becauſe here 
among us they ſee no Greater 
But alas, How does all this Heigut 
of the World Dwindle away. 
and Shrimp up,even toNothing, . 
Compard with the Glory of 
thoſe moſt Renowned Worthies of 
the Firſt Magnitude above; The 
Loweſt of which (in Dignity,) 
far Excels the Greateſt Poten- 
tate in this World; more than 
that Prince Exceeds even the.. 
moſtcontemptible of hisdubjects? 
O that poor Duſt and Aſhes 
ſnould ſo take upon em; as if. 
there were none Above em! 
When really they have an innu- 
merable Company of Heavens 
Grandees, ſo far their  Superiars: 
and Betters. | 
Bur if theſe are ſo wondrous. 
High and Great; That our 
Minc's are on the Stretch bur. 
to Ferm an Idea, that ſhall any 
33 way. 
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way reach their Character : O 
think then my Soul (if thou art 
able to think, how unſpeakably 
Surpafling all ts the Divine Glo- 
iy of our Supreme Lord; Whom 
all cheſe Angels of God do Wor- 
ſhip : and are commanded to 
do it, though themſelves are 
called Gods. Pſal. 97. compar' d 
with Heb. x. 6. Worſhip Him all 
ye Gods. Yea, they count it 
their higheſt Honour and Plea- 
ſure, to officiate about Him, and 
to Wait upon Him. Pſal. 103. 
20, Higher muſt I Look than 
all the Kings on Earth; Yea, 
Higher than all the Angels in 
Heaven ; before I can Look 
High enough to fee the Lord 
[| 5 in His Glory; Far above all 


, wt dh. PA 


a 
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and Dominion, and every Name I 
that is Named; nit only in this t 
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come. Fph., 1, 21. His Deſpiſers- 
then, How ſhall they one Day, 
Behild, and Wonder, and Periſ̃ . 
O may I Behold, and Wonder, , 
and Adore him, whoſe Name 
is called Nenderful! 1. 9. 6. 
Even my Lord and my GOD, 
over all Bleſſed for ever. And. 
where I cannot do it Worthily 
my ſelf; I will call in better 
Help, than my own. P/ el. 148. 
2. Bleſs the Lord and Praiſe bim 
all bis Angels; Al his Heſts nd 
Miniſters of bis, that do bus L lea- 
ſare. O ye chat beſt know how 
to do it; ye that fee and under- 
tand (peradventure) as much 
more of him and his Works, 
than we do; Even as we fee 
and Underſtand more than the 
Brutes do! Exalt Him, like Him- 
ſelf; and Magnify above all 
the moſt High and only Lord of 
all, for ever and ever. 
„ SECT. 
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SECT: 4 


G 0 Des peculiar R egard to 
Men, In Making ſo much 
for their Sakes. 


AN, (the Micraceſm, or 
1 Epitome of the great 
World,) that was Made a little 
Lower than the Bleſſed Angel: 
on high, was yet Made Higher 
than all the other Creatures here 
Below: And not only Superior 
to em, but Lord over em. Pſal. 
8. 6. Tbeu madeſt bim to have 
Dominion over all the Works of thy 
Hands: Theu baſt put all things 
under bi Feet. So that the Crea- 
tures far Stronger than him, 
Yet are Subject to him; and 
own his Sovereignty, as the Re- 
gent thus Impower' d from on 

7 | High. 
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High. Upon the Conſideration 
of which, the Pſalmiſt concludes 
the Subject, even all one as he 
began it, O Lord, our Lerd | How 

fo Excellent is thy' Name in all . the, 

h Earth! O Lord. our Lord! | Thou 

haſt. not made us Lords over o- 

ther Creatures, That wethould 

difown-or Forget thy Lerdſhip 


& over us: (As, alas, How many 
le can here Lay about em, as if 


7, | they had no Lord over em!) 
How Excellent is thy Name] So. 
Excellent, as I am not able to 


declare it. But by all Men up- 
j on Earth O how does it ever 
'* | deſerve to be moſt highly Exal- 
5 ted; When by thy gracious Dig- 


nation, they are ſo highly Fa- 
* voured ! O how High ſhould 
4 they Exalt Thee, who haſt ſo 
a Highly Exalted them 80 
ea, the things alſo over our 
Heads are for our Uſe, as well 
as the things under Foot' Sub- 
e 1 ject 
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ʒject to our Power. For the very 
Heavens do Attend us; as well. 
as the Beaſts of the Earth Obey 
us. And though I dure not fay 
They were Made only For 28; 
Becauſe I know not what other 
Ends, or Greater. Purpoſes they 
may Serve beſides; Nor what 
Multitudes of Inhabitants elſe 
may be in any of the Upper 
Orbs; to whole Uſe and Ser- 
vice they may. Miniſter : Yet 
does the ſame matter of Ac- 
knowledgment to the Lord lye 
upon us, Even as if they were 
all of em Deſigned to no other 
End, but only for us. Becauſe 
we ate not ſure of the contrary; 
And becauſe they do equally 
Profit and Pleaſure us; Even as 
if none beſide our ſelves, Enjoy- 
ed the Benefit and Comfort. 
No ro me, the very Mak- 
ing of this Vilible World does 
not ſeem more Admirable, than 


— 


* 
— 
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that it ſhould be Made for Man; 


Y 

Il poor: Man, that appears in it. ſo 
y Inconfiderable. O how wonder- 
y 
3 


ful is this; For the moſt High 
GOD, to beſtow fo much Coit 


IT upon the little Worms at his | 
y Tootſtool! To ſet up ſuch Migh- 
at M ty, and (as it ſheuld ſeem,) ut= I 
ſe terly Liſproporticnable Buildings, 

er for fo ſmall and mean Inhabi- 

r- tants; And to make the Largeſt 

et Preparations for Gueſts, not 


c- | worth even ſo much as his No- 
e tice O may not Man here be 
re | aſhamed, as well as ſtand Ama- 
zed, to be ſo Uſed; and ſay, 
Lord, What am I, that thus ic 
ſnould be done to me ! This is 
too much for me? 5 
But the Great Lord will do 
Great things, Worthy of Him- 
ſelf: Though Man knows how 
Unworthy he is even of the 
s | Leaſt, And if the World be too 
an Wide for the Place of our 1 0 
he 


*% 
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bitation; what is to ſpare, may 
ſerve for the Schogl of our In- 
ſtruction; and alſo for the Tem- 
ple of our Devotion: Helping 
us the better to Learn and Seek 
out the Lord; And the more to 
Admire him; and the Cheer- 
fuller to Worſhip him, When we 
have Found him. All the Glo- 
rious Lamps ſet up in the Hea- 
vens, May they not help to 
give Lightto our Minds, as well 
as to our Bodies ? And the great 
World is not too Big for a Hea- 
ven-born Soul to Expatiate 1n : 
Though tis quite too little for 
that Soul to Take up with. 
However it be; And what 
other Deſigns ſoever the All- 
wiſe Creator may accompliſh 
dy many Works of his Hands; 
ſuch as thoſe Celeſtial Bodies, 
which are beyond the reach of 
our Eyes; or Appear but juſt 
ay Big 
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Big enough for us to Diſcern: 
Let that abundant Proviſion 
which he has Made, not only 
Superfluous ro all our Needs and 
Deſires, But even for the ſweet 
Entertainment of our Curioſity 
and Delight; We cannot but 
plainly perceive it all over his 
Creation. | Ft 
Yea , All the Faithful are 
Heirs of the World: And allthin 
are Theirs. Though(like their 
Father Abraham, ) They may 
not have ſo much Inheritance as to 
ſet their Foot on : Yet they have 
Jy All. Tf not by the Civil Right, 
and Title from Man's Law ; Yet 
it by a better Donation , from 
1 God's Word. 1 Cor. 3.21. ll! 
h things are yours, They have 
©: the World for their Inn, their 
s, | Library, their Workhouſe, their 
of Walk, and their Proſpect: All 
{t for their Needful and _ | 
x _ Vle. 


» t 
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Ule. Vea, they have far more 
and better Enjoyment, than ma- 
ny that have abundantly Great- 
er Poſſeſſions. They have, in- 
deed, more than any Men of 
the World have. For the. World 
has Theſe, rather than they 
have it: And, in GO D's fight 
*Tistheirs only by-a Sacrilegious 
Uſurpation; and as their dead- 
ly Poyſon. Bur Believers have 
the World, and with GOD's 
Leave; As their Paſlage, and 
their Help to a Better World, 
And thus every. one of them. 
enjoyeth the Whole; Even as 
if it were made only for his 
own peculiar Service and Con- 
venience. 
And now the more our GOD 
has done for us, Are we not the 
more ſtill Oblig'd to Admire and 
Praiſe him? And the Burthen 
of the 107: Pſalm, ſhall it or 
5 . . Q 


W 
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be the conſtant Wiſh of our 
Hearts, O that Men wonld Praiſe 
the Lord for his Gcodneſs,. and for 
his Wonderful Works to the Chil- 
dren of Men !. All thy. Works ſhall 
Praiſe thee,O Lord: And thy Saints 
fhll Bleſs thee, Pſal. 145. 10. 
TY theſe eſpecially ſhall do 
it, aBove all: as Bound more. 
than Ordinary to it. Becauſe 
they are doubly. thy Work By 
Grace, as well as Nature, Firit 
Created in the Common Courſe; 
And then Createda-new in Chriſt 
TFeſws. Bliſs the Lord then, All 
his Works, in all places of his Do- 
minicn : Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
P/al. 103. laſt ver. Never do 


thou fail to do it; who knoweſt 


what abundant. Cauſe thou haſt 
for it, Admire him, and Adore 
him, for thy Station in his Crea- 
tion: And above all, for his 
Grace that brings Salvation. 

9 Great: 
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Great things, My Soul, has he 
done for me ; For which, Let 
him be moſt Dear, as well as 
Wonderful to me ; and for-cver 
Exalted and Magnified by me. 


— — 


1 C HA P. IV. 
ul : * 
1 | " GOD' Wonderful Ways. 


+ E*& Tc: x. 
The Ways of his Word. 


HE Way: of G OD, are 
either thoſe Ways in which 
he hath appointed us to Walk ; 
Or ſuch Ways, as he uſes to 
Walk in Himſelf. Even the for- 


119. 129, Thy Teſtimonies are 


* _—_ Smile ai DA ”@ Yeah, © bh, Ho. 


mer are called Wonderful. P/al. 


Wi on- 
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Wonderful. And ver. 18. Open 
mine Eyes, That I may ſee Mon- 


| drous things out of thy Law, For 
ſuch High Truths does the 


Word. of GOD Reveal; as 
are above all the common Rea- 


ſon of Man, either to Invent, 


or to Comprehend. Tis a Mar- 
vellous Light: 1 Pet. 2. 9. Shew- 
ing us the Hidden Wiſdom ; and 
thole Deep things of GOD, 
which cannot be Known, till 
Revealed by his Spirit. 1 Cor. 2. 
7, II. It contains the great MH 


ſtery of Godlineſs, G O D Mani- 
feſted in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 


Which puzzles the World; and 
is Veiled even from the Wiſeſt 
of its Children : Who Blunder 
here, even as Night- Birds, a- 
gainſt the Bright Sun-ſhine 3 
And can hardly forbear to Bla- 
pheme what they do not Under-: 
ſtand. But (think as they 9 

| a c 
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It is a Divine Plot; and GOD's 
Wonderful Contrivance to Save 
2 Guilty Sinner, in the ſtran- 
geſt manner: Even by the 
Death of an Innocent Redeemer. 
Here, O here are Ha, and 
Means , fo Sublime, as the 
Wit of Man could neither find 
out, nor tell what to Make of ; 
Till Taught of GOD, and 
an from Above. 

But when GO D will Speak 
to the World, and tis, 7hws ſaith 
the Lord, It comes then with an 


awful Majeſly, and the Greateſt 


of all Authority. The People 
were Afteniſhd at cur Sevicur's 
Doctrine. Mat. 7. 28. Never 
Mun ſpike like this Mun; fob. 7 


47. GOD's Child Treble, a : 


GOD' Word. Tia. 66. 1. No- 
thing ſtrikes with ſuch a Force 


upon the Heart. So Mightily 


Grew - the Herd of GOD, ond 
. Pr.— 
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Prevailed. Act. 19. 20. "Tis quick 
and Powerful, aud Sharper than 
any Twc-edged Sword: Piercing 
even to the dividing aſunder of 
Soul and Spirit, and of the Toyms 
and Marrow ; and is a Diſcerner. 
of the Thougbts., aud Intents of 
the Heart. Heb. 4. 12. The 
Goſpel of Chriſt is the Power of 
G O D to Salvation. Rom. 1. 16. 
As Weak and Defpicable as ever 
any may account it.; Ir brings 

ſuch Mighty things to paſs, as 
all Created Force in the World 
could never effect: Where it 


.comes in its Healing and Saving. 


Energy, to Change, not only 
a man's Carriage, But his very 
Nature: So that he is Begotten 
again by the Word of Truth, to _ - 
a New-Creature, Jem. 1. 18. 
Now here is all Grace and Mer- 
cy. For the Man cannot Beget 
Himſelf. And yet this Regene- 
NS | lation 
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ration of him is no Impediment 
to holy Duty; Nor a door o- 
pen'd to any Loofe Liberty: 
But all Engagement, as well as 
Capacity miniſtred, to walk in 


_  Newnels of that Life, to which 


he is Raiſed ; and to Act God- 


ly Righteouſly and Soberly, ac- 


_ cording to the Ability Re- 
"awd .:> | 
Let the proud Wits dare to 
Catch up GO in his Word; 
and think to find out Flaws and 
Weakneſs in the Eternal Coun- 
cel, and infallible Underſtand- 
ing. Vain Creatures! The Foc- 


Fiſhneſs of G O D is Wiſer than 


Man. 1 Cor. I. 25. What goes 
with them for Silly and Infirmi- 
8 „ will infinitely Out-do all 
their conceited Learning and 
Policy. Iwill ſhew me the 
Madneſs of their Preſumption; 
and make me Wiſe to Salvation. 
2 Tim: 3. 15. „ 
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O my Soul! For ever admire 


the Wiſdomof G OD, Reveal- 
ed in his Word ; above all the 


Wiſdom elſe, that is to be found 


in the World. Wonder, That 
he ſhould: ever ſend ſuch a Let- 
ter of his Love to the Sons of 
Men ; And not only Diſcover 
Himſelf, but Impart his - Mind, 

to his poor Creatures : Shewing 


em, together with their ſor 


Cale, alſo the things of their 
Peace; and the way to his Bliſs. 
O Bleſſed be his Name,Who af- 
ter the Smndry Times, and diverſe Je 
Manners, wherein he formerly 4. 2 

to the Fathers, by the Prophets ; 


bas in theſe laſt +4 ſpoken rows 


by bis Son: And by his Evange- 
lifts, and Apoſtles; that have 
laid the way of Salvation | 
to our Souls; and reviv'd us 

with the Blefled Hopes of Eter- 
nal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, SECT. 
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SECT. 2. 
| The Ways of GO D's Dealings. 


HE ways of GOD def- 
cribed and appointed in 
his Word, Thoſe ways of Life, 
which are above to the Wiſe, lead- 
ing em up to Heavens Joys; 
But above the wicked Men's 
reach ; who know not how to 
do the Good, which this Word 
puts em upon doing, to their 
own Souls: Theſe ways, tho 
High and Wonderful , Yet are 
Open and Certain: For GOD 
has made them a Rule to s: Yea 
and ſo far a Rule to Himſelf, That 
he will never A& Contrary to 
what his Word has Declared ; 
But make Good every thing 
that ever he has Said. 


But 


Aa ww fo fo. evo mos ies AS oo ' fin ba OO fn af 


But the Courſe of his Pro- 
vidence, and the Ways of his 
Dealings with men 1n this World, 
they are ſo Various and diffe- 
rent in themſelves, and ſo Ab- 
ſtruſe and Unintelligible unto 
us; That whatever Meaſures 
the Great Lord of all has to go 
by ; and how Equal ſoever are 
his Ways, and he 1s Righteous 
in em all, and has good Rea- 
ſon {till to do as he does; Vet 


ſo much are thoſe Ways in the 


dark to us, and ſo Unſearcbable 


by us; That we muſt never 


think here to Find em out ; Rom. 
11. 33. Nor ever make. Ac- 
count, 'to be Acquainted with 


all his Ways, as he is Acquaint-- 


ed with all ours. Why he 
Diftributes now ſo Unequally, 
to thoſe that ſeem to be on E- 
qual Terms :: Or why he Spares 
the Worle and Strikes the Bet- 
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ter 2 
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ter : Why he ſends Proſperity 


to the Ungodly, and makes 


Fudgment begin at the Houſe of 


GOD; He will not be Ac- 
countable to us, for any of theſe 
his Matters. /i Do ſhall ſay unto 


Him, What doeſt thou? Fob 9. 12. 


We may come, (if we'll have 
Patience,) to Know it pry ; 
But are not like to Underſtand 
it at preſent: - Foh. 13.7. And 
though we do not know Love or 
Hatred, by all that is Before us ; 
Eccleſ. 9. x. Yet muſt we take 
up contentedly with that Igno- 
rance. For his Way is in the Sea, 
and his Path in the great Waters ; 
and his Footſteps are not Known; 
Pſal. 77. 20. Though Righte- 
 Ouſneſs and Fudgment be the Habi- 
| tation of his Throne, yet are ſuch 
Clouds and Darkneſs round about 
Him ; Pſal. 97. 22. That. tis 
not for us to Diſcern, Why 

2 chings 


The Wonderful GOD. 169 
things are done ſo and ſo, by 
him. No: His Judgments are ſo 
great a Deep, Pſal 36. 6. That we 
can only take up S. Paul's Excla- 
mation, to expreſs our Admirati- 
on, and cry (& £4)&)Othe Depth ! 
And when we hear of Ha- 
voc and Devaſtation made by 
Sword, or Plague, or Storm, 
or Fire, or any {weeping Judg- 
ments, or ſpreading Calamities; 
Kingdoms Depopulated, Cities 
and Towns Sack d, and Fields 
overflown with Blood; Men 
ſcrambling and Julthng, Fight - 
ing and Killing one another, 
for that World through which 
they are all but poor Paſſengers; 
and ſo quickly will have done 
with it for ever: Though the 
News. give us Pain and Aſto- 
niſnment; Yet muſt we not 
open our Mouths, Unleſs it be 
to ſay after the Prophet, Fer. 
12, 1, Righteous art thou, O Lord, 
I | and 
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and Fuſt are thy Fudgments. And 
what Wrong would he doto the 
World, that is ſo Wicked all over, 
tho he ſerv d it alike every where? 
And that he ſuffers all the Mif- 
chiefs, which he could Hinder; 
Vea, That he does not ſtop the 
Wickedneſs, which he flatly For: 
bids , and perfectly Hates; and 
thereby ſhould ſeem to ſuffer a 
Defeat, and to Fail of Attaining 
his Holy Ends ; 'That where 
the Kingdom is the Lord's, and be 
is Governor among the Nations, 
Pſal. 22. 28. To do what he 
pleaſes ; yet there ſhould be ſo 
much Evil till in the World; 
as quite to Præponderate and o- 
ver- balance all the Good: That 
not only in Times paſt, he Suffer d 
all Nations to walk in their own 
May,; Act. 14. 16. But even 
to-this Day, Permits many in 
the World to run into ſuch Abo- 
minable Idolatry, as to mingle 
"op Lewd 


_ m_ 


— 
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and into ſuch barbarons 


Lewdneſs even with theirlWorſbip, 


as to Sacrifice Multitudes of 
their own Children , to Appeaſe 


the Idol, which they fancy tb 


be Angry: We may well Wos. 


der, and be fil'd with Horror. 


Yet muſt we not take upon us 


to Judge our Judge; Nor ever 


think this Evil to be from the 
Lord ; who be ſure „ does all 


things Right; and can never - 
do Amiſs. But in what manner 


his Judgments are herein con- 


cern'd, who will take upon him 


to Determine? For how ſhall 
an Infant fetch out the Steps 


and Strides of a Gyant ? And 


how much leſs can we Follow 


our Eternal Glorious Maker 
through all the Heights and 
Depths of his Myftetious Pro- 

ceedings; Through the Anfra- 
nous Courſe of his Amazing 


12 Pro- 


Cruelty 3 
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Providence; which is ſo I- 
volv d, That nothing is a greater 
Riddle to the World? Here 
may we ſooner Loſe our Selves, 
than find what we Seek : Even 
thoſe ( Arcana Imperii,) Secrets 
of G OD's Government: which 
belong not to us, but to the 
Lord. And he will keep his 
Diſtance ; To make us know, 
That he is GO D, and that 
we are but Men. 

Here indeed, (To ſuch as 
do Believe. and Expect the 
Great Day of the Lord, when 
he will Judge the World in Rigb- 
zeouſneſs,) It helps to take off A 
great deal of the Wonder at 
the Inequalities, as well as the 
Calamities, ſo often obſerved 
in the preſent World: When 
we call to mind and aſſure our 
Selves, That this Cloudy Scene of 
Affairs ſhall Clear up; and * 
e 
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be Adjuſted in the plaineſt Light. 
to full Satisfaction; at that moſt 


Solemn Aſive, when the Op- 
preſſed ſhall find no more cauſe 


to Complain, nor the Wicked 


to Rejoyce. When he that ſo 
long has Suffer'd his Providence 
to be Tax d and Arraign'd, ſhall- 
Unfold the whole Piece; and 


Convince the World, That 
(how Unreaſonable and Cruel 


and Wicked ſo ever any were 
in their Conduct, ) He had ve- 
ood Reaſon ſtill to do * 
e did: Or, as himſelf 3 18 


pleas d to expreſs it, Ezek. 14. 


laſt ver. Te ſhall know , That T 
have not done without Cauſe, all. 
that ] have done in it; ſaith the 
Lord GOD. 

J muſt confeſs, That the ve- 
ry Proceedings of that Great 
Day do ſometimes ſhock my 


Underfianding „to apprehend 
3 even 


1 
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_ even what I hear Reported of 

it in GOD's Word: That he 
ſhould pronouce Sentences ſo 
extremely Different upon ſuch as 
were all Alike by Nature; and 
only by his Grace made to Dif- 
fer: That he ſhould take ſome 
into Life Eternal, and fend a- 
way the reſt into Everlaſting Pu- 
niſbment: When they that Abus d 
and Derided the Righteous man 
ſhall be Amazed at the Strange- 
neſs of his Salvation, ſo far beyond 
all that they Looked for, and ſay, 
How is he numucrd among the 
Children of GO D, and his Lot u 
among the Saints. Wiſd. 5. 5. And 
no leſs Aſtoniſhment may ſeize 

me, at G O D's Caſting off for 
ever any the Work of bis own 
Hands; ſo as to be Favourable to 
em no more. But here I Correct 
my ſelf, and Miſtruſt my own 
rather than his Fadgment. For 
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is G O D Unrighteous, that ta- 
keth Vengeance ? GO D forbid, 
For then, How ſhall GO D judge 
the World ? Rom. 3. 5, 6. Never 
would he have a Judgment, H 
that Judgment ſhould not be ex- 
actly According to Truth, fob 34. 
23. He will not lay upon Man 
mare than Right; That be ſbould. 
enter into Judgment with GOD. 

He that knows the Hearts 


of all men, as well as the whole 


Hiſtory of their Lives, with 
every Action and every Cir- 


cumſtance that belongs to em, 


is fully Accompliſh'd for ſuch 
an Unerring Judge, as ſhall 
never do any thing but what is. 
moſt Right to be done. | 
What is it, indeed, but his 
Mercy, to fave any; When ll. 
were the Children of Wrath, and 
under the ſame Condemnation 2 
And what but Super-abounding . 
14 Grace. 


On 
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Grace, To give them Rewards, 
ſuch as do infinitely Exceed al 
the very Beſt of their Works ? 
Herein he does but like Himſelf, 
Worthy the G OD infinitely 
Good. And when he ſhews his 
— Wrath upon the Veſſels of Wrath 

Ftted to Deſtruct ion, and Executes 

the Judgment which is called 
his Strange Work ; La. 28. 21. 

Yet is he not then out of the 

way of his Gordneſs, For all 

that is Juſt - is Good. And of 
this alſo may I reſt afſurd, 

(Whatever Thoughts ariſe in 

my heart,) That he who is per- 

fectly Wiſe and Good, as well 
as unexceptionably Holy and 

Righteous, will never run into 

the Rigor that is beyond Ju- 

ſtice, againſt any Sinner; Nor 
ever Inflict upon ever a one of 
em the leaſt touch of Puniſh- 
ment, more than what is fully 
Deſerved by em. For 
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For the GOD that does 


Wonders, is alſo Glorious in Ho- 


lineſs. Exod. 15. II. Always to 


be Admired, But never to be 


Blamed. He is not only exact- 


ly, but Gloriouſly Pure and Ho- 
4 So that Holinefs is the Lu- 


re and Glory of all his Attri- 


butes; without which his Power 


would be Oppreſſion; His Ju- 


ſtice would be Cruelty ; His 


Wiſdom would be Craft; and 
his Mercy but a weak Lenity. - 
ver then. will his Glorious 


Holineſs allow him to offer at 


any thing, that really ſhall Re- 


flect the leaſt Blemiſh upon 


him. - 

Yet let not Sinners here De- 
ceive themſelves ; To think, 
that the Eaſe of ſuch as give 
themſelves to Work Iniquity \, _ 
mall be preferred before that 


Holineſs of GO D, which is 
392 3&'% his Wl 
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. his Glory. For it will ſhine 
forth in the Deſtruction of all 
that go on to Work Abominati- 
on. And even He that has a 
kind Inclination to all the Works 
of his Hands, Vet will make 
them Know to their Colt, That 
as he Spared mot the Apoftate 
Rebel-Angels that Sinned , But 
caſt em down to Hell; and deli- 
ver d 'em into Chains of Darkneſs ;, 
to be Reſerved unto Fudgment 2 
Pet. 2. 4. So can He, in like 
manner, Caſt off Wicked men; 
and will Inflict upon em the 
Judgments worthy of GOD, 
Io make em Endure ſuch Pain 
and Miſery, as ſhall Demonſtrate 
his Everlaiting Hatred of their 
curſed Apoſtacy and Impiety. 
When LI Behold then ze 
Goodneſs and Severjty of G O P, 
Though I may Wonder; yet 1 
dare not, I will got W 2 
N PAD 2 


The Wonderfat GOD. ry 
No: I will Judge nothing before 
the Time: But Refer all to him, 
who, (J am ſure,) can do no- 
thing at all but what is Good, 
and Meet to be even juſt fo as 
He does it. x 
And in the mean time, Faith 
can fee and. Admire a Beauty in 
all the Ways of Providence : E- 
ven in ſuch of em, as are ne- 
ver fo Strange and Harſh to- 
Senſe. And let things go now- 
as they will, never ſo Diſorder- 
ty and Tumultuous, Croſs and 
Grievous ; Vet all the Ways of 
the Lord are Mercy and Truth, to 
them that are Faithful in his. Cove- 
nant, and followers of bis Word. - 
Pſal. 25. 10. They fhalk find 
ftill his Care and Fidelity, in 
Performing all that ever his 
Love and Mercy has Promiſed ;. 
Yea, ſhall find his Power and 
Wiſdom, ſo turning every thing 
$11 of 5 in. 
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in their Favour ; That even 


that which was Hardeſt upon 
'em , ſhall prove the Happieſt 
for 'em. | | 

And thus, my Soul, When wy 
Feet are almoſt gone, and my Steps 
ready to ſlip ; When I am Start- 
led at this and the other unac- 
countable Paſſage of Providence, 


and ready to charge GOD 


fooliſhly, ; (Thus) Let me Re- 


cover, and Quiet and Satisfy 
my ſelf ; To Conclude and reſt 


fully Perſuaded, That he is the 
moſt Wiſe and Good and Righ- 
teous GOD, who Governs 
the World: One that is never 
Out in his Conduct; nor liable 
to any Miſtake in his Proceed- 
ings. Lea, He cannot do the 
thing Unfit to be done ; Nor 


any thing that he would ever 


wil He had not done it. 
| But 
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But here only is the Cauſe of 


our Perplexity, That he is infi- 


nitely Above us poor Silly 


Creatures; And ſo Deep and 
unfathomable in his Councels 


and Deſigns , as well as in his 
Nature and Exiſtence 5; That 
we may {till Wonder on, But 
cannot Underſtand whatbelongs. 
to Him and his Conduct , any 
more than in Part: And O in 


how very Small a Part! There- 


fore, my Soul, Let the Lord 
alone, to do what he will with 
his Own: And be thou glad that 
the World does not lye at the 
Diſcretion of any others; who 
are counted its Maſters : But 
that thou and all are in ſo Good 
Hands*; and Ruled by that: 
G O D, who, though Wonder- 


ful in his Ways, and Terrible in 
bis Doings toward the Children of 
Men; Yet (beyond all Compa- 
0 riſon, | 
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182 Serious Thoughts of 
rifon, Yea, beyond all our Ap- 


prehenfion,) is Wiſer than all, 
and Better than all: And till 


Righteous in all bis Ways, and 


Hol) in all bis Works. 


HAP. V. 


Flow to Admire the Wonder- 
tul G O D. 


HE GOD that isevery 
way fo Wonderful, O how- 


fhould he ever be Admired ! If 


we Wonder at his Works, How- 
much more ought we to Won- 
der at Himſelf? Wonder (I ſay) 
and Think as we can, where 
we muſt never pretend to 


Think of him as he is. It muſt 


be Thinking what is Greateſt 
Unto. us; Tho never can it 
reach 


4 
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reach what is Meet for Him. 
When ſo infinitely Diſtant we 
are from Him, and Inferior to 
Him ; O what do even our 
higheſt e but upbraid 
our Weakneſs; and make us 
Aſham'd to find How ſhort ſtill 
we come? But the Leſs we can 
thus make*o0f it in our Diſquiſi- 
tion; the more Work {till have 
- we for our Admiration, 
And how is it, that we uſe | 
to carry it towards the Perſons 


\ 


S 0 > * OR 


whom we have in the higheſt }; I 
Admiration? Do, not we Ac- i 
knowledge and Praiſe their | 


Goodneſs; and ſhew the great- 
eft Reſp eas to 'em, and the 
deareſt * that we have for 
em? All this is eafily Under- 
ſtood to be Included, When we 
ſay, We very much Admire ſuch | | 
a one. Every Body knows the | 
. We cannot forbear 


p 
; : 
| * 
* " 
IJ 
* * 
7% 
17 
« 
. 4 2 


nee a. 
Es E 
k 


7 


x84 Serious Thoughts of _ 
in our Words and Deeds to Ex- 
plain it. O that we did not 
experimentally Know too much 
of this Admiration Laviſh'd' 4- 
way upon the Creatures, which 
we make our Idols; To come 


between Him and our Hearts, 
who beſt of all Deſerves em 


SST 3-13; 


GOD to be had in the Tigh- 
eſt Regard. ras 


IF I be a Father, Where is my 
1 Honour? And if I be a Ma- 
ſter, Where is my Fear, ſaith the 
Lord? Mal. 1. 6. So let me En- 
quire , My Soul, Is the moſt 
Glorious GO D.had in-fuch 
profound Eſtimation ; as one 
that is infinitely Greater than 
all the World.? Do we Reve- 


ICNCE i 


and as ſuch a GOD? 


Some things we are apt to 


Admire, which if we but Saw 


farther into em, we ſhould. 


hardly forbear to caſt our Con- 
tempt upon em. But our Admi- 
ration of Infinite Perfection, it 
cannot but till. Increaſe, toge- 
ther with our Knowledge. And 
the more we Underſtand of 


G OD, the more ſtill ſhall we 


Admire him. Even the higheſt 
Angels (Seraphims) are ſaid to 


Veil their Faces before him. Ia. 


6. 2. They that Know ſo much 


more than we do, Vet ſee cauſe 


to ſtand back and Revere what 


they See: And more and more 


tl, beyond that which is far 
above out of their Sight. How 
much ſoever they be Higher 
than us ; Yet- do they Under- 


ſtand themſelves to be infinitely- 


Infe- 
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rence and-Glorify him as GOD, 
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Inferior to Him. O then, How 
can poor Duſt and Afhes lay 
themſelves Low enough before 
Him! And what Thoughts can 
we ever conceive, that ſhall be 
Worthy. of Him? 


But, O my Soul! Be Humbled 


within me, That I have ſo Diſ- 
regarded this moſt High and 
Eternal G OD ; Even as if he 
were but juch à one as my ſelf : 
Nay, as if he were not ſo much 
as my ſelf ; nor, indeed, any 
Being at all? Sottiſh Sinner, 
that I have been! Wretched 
Creature! So to carry it to- 
wards my Glorious Maker ! L 


am Aſhamed of it: I Tremble 


at it; And Admire the Patience 
and Mercy, that has ſo won- 
derfully Born with me in it. O 
how ſhall I ſufficiently Abaſe 
my ſelf, for it? That I ſhould 


ever make ſo Bold with the 


So- 


29 


Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth, the dreadful Judge 
of Quick and Dead: That li 
GOD, who is greatly to be Fear- =_ 
ed, even in the Aſſembly of his | 
Saints, and to be bad in Reyerence 1 
of all that are about bim. Pſal. | 
89. 7, For the Lord is a Great | 

GON, and a Great King, abeve 
all Gods. Pſal. 97. 3. O come 
then, my Soul, Let as Worſhip 
aud Bow down, and Kneel before 
the Lord our Maker. Ver. 6. And 
fall as Low in Adoration, as we 
Riſe High in Admiration. Honour 
and Majeſty are before Him: O 
give him the Glory that is due to 
Him. And let me Glorify him 
wich that Soul and Body, which 
are both His; Made by him, 
to be Employed for Him. 

However Bold I am in my 
GOD; So as to take Heart 
and Courage upon the * | 

| and 
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Z 88 Serious Thoughts o 
and Confidence of his Good 


neſs, and his Loving-kindneſs; 


Yet never muſt I make Bold 
with the Dread Sovereign of 
the World ; So as to Grow up- 
on his Glorious Majeſty ; and 
( in Burſting the holy Bonds, ) 
Trample his Divine Authority : 
But ever Fear before him, and 
make the greateſt Conſcience of 
doing any thing , wilfully to 
Offend and Affront him. | 
How would I Court and ob- 
ferve. the Honourable Friend, 
that had given me a good Eſtate, 
or a mighty Sum of Money! 
With what. high Regard, and 
a Care more than Common, 
ſhould J Carry it towards him ? 
And, even every where, Hum- 
ble my ſelf in his Preſence; 
and {till make appear my good 
Remembrance. of the great-Ob- 
ligation-! 


The Wonderful GOD. 189 

But when the Lerd of all has 
given me my Being, and the 
Soul that is more worth than a 
World; and not ng a com- 
fortable Subſiſtence here, but 
the hopeful Proſpect of a moſt 
Bleſſed Inheritance, to be En- 
joyed with Him for ever: O 
—— ſhall I Render and Af 
cribe to this my GOD! How 
zealouſly ſhould I Eſpouſe the 
Intereſt of his Glory ; and ever 
Behave my ſelf as his moſt 
Humble Votary! Not mattering. 
how I am Abaſed, So that He 
be Exalted : Nor ever enduring 
to ſee or hear him Diſhonoured, 


But exerting-all my . Might, to _ 


Guard his Name, and every 
thing that belongs to my Lord; 
As no leſs Dear to me, than Ve- . 
nerable in it ſelf. Thus of his 
Honour ſhonld I be as Tender 
even as of the Apple of my Eye : 
Yea, 
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190 Serious Thoughts of | 
Yea, my very Life muſt not be 


| 


dear to me; That I may but 
Spend it as he would have me, 

And if I have that great O- 
pinion and high Admiration, 
which I ought ever to keep up, 
for my Supream Lord and moſt 
Good G OD, I ſhall not then 
be Agrieved at any of his 
Dealings with me; nor ever 
afraid to Truſt my ſelf {till into 
his Hands; Let him do what 
he will with me: But in all, 
ſhew an humble Deference and 


cheerful Confidence: And what- 


ever be my Station, fully Ac- 
quieſce in his Di/penſation. Yea, 
I ſhall be very much Pleated 


then with his Pleaſure : And 


not only in Compliment be at 


his Service; But Proud and 
Glad to do the thing that may 


tend to his Honour and be found 
Acceptable in his Stght. _ 
For 


as ol et eo an a . nr e bay (&f O 


The Wonderful GOD. 19 
For tis not to feed my ſelf 
e Notions, and 
reſt ſatisfied in ſome fair Ideas 


of Heaven's Majeſty, drawn 


upon my Mind. But (making 
Light of all that I have already 
attain d,) I muſt attend that Du- 
ty enjoyn'd , Col. 1. 10. To 
Increaſe in the Knowledge of GOD. 
For that of Him which I do 
Know, Alas, what is it, but 
even as Nothing to that which 


is ſtill further to be Knows 2? 


Nor muſt I be ſtudious of this 
Knowledge, only to Pleaſe, or 
Pride my ſelf in it: Left I fall 
under their Condemnation, Rom. 
I. 21. Who when they Knew 
GOD, did not Glorify bim as 
G OD: but became vain in their 
Imaginations ; and carrying Con- 
temptuouſly towards Him,play'd 
the Fool with themſelves : But 
the more I know of GOD, 
the 
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192 Serious Thoughts of 


the better let me Underſtand 
my ſelf ; and ſhew ſuch Beha- 
viour towards Him, as becomes 


one ſo Enlightned by Him. That 
if I am Superior to others, in 
my Knowledge, 1 may be alſo 
more Exemplary in my Practice: 


And ſo, GOD in all things may 
be Glorified (by me,) through Je- 
ſas Chriſt. 1 Pet. 4. II. 


18 E C . 2. 
peoking to GOD 's Praiſe. 


How much aſe men to be 
Concern'd for the Honour 
of their Benefactor! How For- 
Ward, to Fall into the Praiſes 
of their Dear Admired Friend! 


Againſt whom they'll not en- 


dure to Hear a Word. What 
Great things do they Tell ? 
And when do they! think they 

have 
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1 | they have ſaid Enough! When 
„are they weary to Pour out 
upon ſuch a Pleaſing Theam? 
it Yea, What Honour do they 
n | count ſo Great to Themſelves , 
o as to Celebrate the Excellencies 
: Jof that Noble Perſon, whom 
y | they have found ſo Good? When 
e- | filld wich his Kindneſſes, They 
I are Inſpired with Hyperbole's, 
and run over with his Praiſes. 
And ſhall I be Qut-done, and 

put to ſhame by the Encominums, 

. which Obliged Votaries uſe to 
beſtow upon their kind Benefa- 

x | ors; who yet are but poor 
ar Worms, and their Fellow-Crea- 
r- | tures ? While I (frozen and 
es Speechleſs tothe Divine Praiſes, 
3' and making a Concealment of 
n- Heavens 1 am nct 
at Tranſported into Elagies and 
| 2 AMagnificats of my Giorious Ma- 
: ker; with whom I have had 
Ve | K | the 
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the Honour to find the greateſt 
Favour ? My Soul! Confeſs and 
bewail the ſinful Omiſſion: And 
ſo think and Muſe, both upon 
the Highneſs and the Loving- 


kindneſs of the Lord, as to 


kindle the Fire in my Heart; 
which may Looſen and Actuate 
my Tongue, To tell the World 
how Great he is; and what 
Great things he has done for 
one ſo Unworthy the Leaſt. 
For man, to whom G OD 
has given that Faculty of Speech, 
* which the other Creatures have 
not, Should (as the Prieſt of the 
Creation, ) together with his 
own, offer alſo the Praiſes - of 
the Univerſal Creation ; and 
ſpeak not only for Himſelf, but 
for all his Fellow-Creatures : 
To help all the poor Mutes, 
which cannot do it for them- 
ſelves. 
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The Wonderful GOD. 195 
And 'tis not my Heart alone 
that is to be Concern'd, m Me- 
ditating of GOD's Praiſes; 
But my Tongue has its Part too: 
and my Mouth ſhall ſpeak the Praiſe 
of the Lord. Pſal. 145. laſt ver. 
Though T muſt not Talk bold- 
ly of GOD, asa common Ob- 
je&, that I could eaſily deal 
with; To Pollute that Adora- 
ble Name, which is to be had 
in the higheſt Regard, and 
everlaſting Honour: For he is 
Fearful even in Praiſes. Exod. 15. 
11. And both Men and An- 
gels may be afraid to Attempt, 
what they can never Reach. 
The Glorious Name of G O D 
being Exalted above all Bleſin 
and Praiſe. Neb. 9. 5. Yet muſt 
L not Refrain to fer him forth, 
as Jam Able, where I cannot 
Repreſent him like Himſelf. 


3 Let 


196 Serious Thoughts of 
Let the Malevolent forbear to 
Speak of Him, for whom they 
have not ſo much as a kind 
Thought or a good Word: 
And let the Blaſphemers, as oft 
as they can find any thing at all 


to ſay of the Divine Majeſty, 
only Speak againſt him Wickedly ; 


as P/al. 139. 20. and his Enemies 
trale his Name in vain : Scarce 
ever _mentioning it, .unleſs to 
Prophane it. G.O D forbid , 
that ever I ſhould offer to copy 
after ſuch Patterns. 
O Lord | Thou art my G O D, 
and I will Exalt thee. I will Praiſe 
thy Name: For thou haſt done 
Wonderful things. Iſa. 25. 1. I 
will not only Meditate of thy 
Work ; But Talk of thy Doing. 
Pſal. 77. 12. To Tell, what. is 
ay Beloved , more than another 
Beloved, I muſt be Aiming, and 
even all my life Labouring : 
5 Though 
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The Wonderful GOD. 197 
Though ſtill ſhall I ſee infinite- 
ly more beyond, which I was: 
not able to Tell. And who can 
utter the mighty Acts of the Lord, 


er ſhe forth all his Praiſe? Pſal. 


104. 24. Here, all Expreflion 
will fall for-ever ſhort of what 
we-would ſet forth. O what 
can I ever ſay Sufficient, of 
Unſpeakable Perfections.; and 
Benefits Bigger than all the 
greateſt Potentates on- Earth 
are able to beſtow upon me! 
For the moſt High GO D, 
to takè any the leaſt particular 
Notice of me; O how much 
greater is the Honour, than for 
any of the World's moſt famed 
Grandees to Careſs me! O what 
is it then, to be Numbred a- 
mong his Children; Yea, and to 
flouriſh. even with the Biggeſt 
of his Bleftings ! | 
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198 Serious Thong hts of 
O abo is ſo Great a G OD. as 
my G O D! And what (to me) 
2 Greater Wonder, Than that 
ever he ſhould be ſo Good to fo | 
vile a Sinner! O who among ine 
Sous of the Mighty, or in the 
Heavens, (where are ſo much 
Higher than they, ) can be * 
pared to the Lord. Pſal. 89. 
Bleſſed be the Lord G O D of he. 
el, 100 only does Wondrous things. 
Pſal. 72. 18. Male a {Neue 
unto GOD, all ze Lands, Sing 
. forth the Hon of his Name ; 
Make bis Praiſe Glorious. O Bleſs 
ont GOD, ye peaple, and make: 
the voice of i Praiſe to be heard. 
P[al. 66. 1, 2, 8. I will ſpeak of the 
* 72 Honour of — Majeſty, 
and of thy Wondrous Works. Pſal. 
9.1. Praiſe is thy Tribute due 
from all thy arg And 
thou art Worthy, O Lord, to re- 
ceide Glory, and Honour, and Powe | 
& «, 
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er: For thou haſt Created: all 
things; and for thy Pleaſure they 
are, aud were Created, Rev. 42 
laſt ver. A AD 

And O how Worthy art thou, 
Lord, to be Praiſed by me; E- 
ven as if thou hadſt made all 
only for Me ! Seeing the Kind- 
neſs is no leſs to my Soul, than 
if there were none but my ſelf: 
who have as much as I need, 
for my own. Uſe : And by others 
Participating with me, I have 
rather a Furtherance, than any 


Impediment in that Contemplati- 


on and Mental uſe of the Crea- 
tion, which is one of the Sweet- 
eſt parts of its Fruition. | 
But yet Creation ( ſo. great 
a. Benefit in it ſelf,) is only the 
Subſtratum , upon which do 
ſtand all thoſe innumerable Be- 
nefits beſides, that I am conti-. 
nually Receiving at the Lords. 
7 Hands. 
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Hands. O my Redeemed Soul, 
Sing thou to the Lord then, and 
Bleſs bis Name; And ſhew forth 
his Salvation from day to day. Pſal. 
96. 2, For the Lord is Great, 
and greatly to be Praiſed. ver. 4 


His Greatneſs is unſearchable, and 


his Goodneſs is Unfpeakable. 
The Thoughts of both theſe 
growing upon me,do fo Amaze 
and Overwhelm me; That 


where ſo much is to be Said 1 


deſpair of ever Saying Enough; 
and can only call upon my Soul 
and reſolve with my ſelf, as 
Pſal. 146. 1, 2. Praiſe the Lord, 
O my Soul! While 1 Live will I 
Praiſe the Lord: I will Sing Praiſe 
ro my G OD, while I bave my 
Being. „„ Ges ov. 
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Grateful Senſe of GOP's Be- 
1 N 
N | Ever can our be Member 
be better Uſed than in 
making our Boaſt of GOD, 
and Extolling the Goodneſs and 
Loving-kindneſs of the Lord. 
So ſweetly to Entertain our 
ſelves with Marrow and Fatneſs; 
And alſo to Enamour others ſo 
with our Beloved, as to Invite 
them in to Share with us inthe _ 
Wonderful Good, that is abun 
dantly Sufficient for us all. 
But yet, the Lord whom we 
Serve, is not to be Imposd on 
with the Lips and Complements; - 
that carry no Cordial Senſe nor 
Spirit of Gratitude under em. 
No; He is above all the Flat. 
K 5 tery 
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tery of Words, And nothing 
that ever can be faid of him 
will make any manner of Ad- 
dition to him. But it is the Grate- 
ful Amorous Heart, fill'd with 
the ſenſe of his Goodneſs, and 
Burning with the Fire of his 
Love, that is the only acceptable 
Sacrifice (next to that made by 
his own dear Eternal Son, ) 
which we can preſent to the 
GOD of — the Giver 
of all our Good. 

But this Gnatitude that ſes our 
Obligations to, GOD lafinite, 
makes us deſirous to Give unte 
him infinitely more than we 
have for him, When we find 
that we Owe our ſelves, and 
che All of our Harpineſs to 
Him; The dear Kindnefs then 
that we have for thoſe Selves, 
and for that Happineſs inclines 
_ -withall peſfble Dante 
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to Acknowledge the Kindneſs. 
that has fo Set us up; andimade. - 
us the moſt joyful Debtors, be- 
cauſe: fuch rich Poſſeſſors. And 
then, Inſtead of Envying, we 
highly Congratulate the Bliſs * 
that Su Divine Friend, 

who is the Eternal Fountain of 
all Bliſs to us. We cannot but 
Wonder That he ſhould have us 
in his Thoughts ; and much more 
beg hat we mould find - 

any Room in his Heart. 

We are Proud even of mall 
Preſents from Great Perſens : 


For we ufe to ſay, The Love ic 


all. But we ſhould never for- 
get, That we had the Gift: re- 
ally from à far Greater than 
them; Only that it was through 


their Hends. For what are they, 


but the Kord's Meſſengers ? 
Twas He, by them, de ſent 
do us. And what was: it, dar 
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to Awaken our Senſe of his ſtill 
Doing for us: And. to put us 
in mind of the abundantly Grea- 
ter things, for which we are 
continually Beholden to our 
GOD? N 
Indeed Gratitude counts no- 
thing Little; but Magnifies All : 
And makes us think it much 
and Strange, That they ſhould 
Taſte any ſuch Bounty, who 
know they are not Worthy of 
the very leaſt Mercy. Ibo am 
I, O Lord G O D; and what 2 
my Houſe; that thou haſt - brought 
we hitherto Said that truly 
Humble and Senſible Seryant of 
his, 2 Sam. 7. 18. I am Ama- 
Zed, Lord, Thou ſhouldeſt do 
ſo, for ſuch a one. And how 
much more, That thou ſhould'ft 
be ſo Doing even without Cea- 
ſing; and never Meary to Do it. 
But I am grieved, That fo os. 


1 

4 

f | 
2 

7 

x * 
* 
Lo 

C-- 
f 


The Wonderful GOD. 205 


of the Kindneſs is Minded ; 
That ſo much of it ſtill is flight- 
ed. Yea, ſuch multitudes of 


Benefits, wherewith we are dai- 
ly Loaded, nothing Regarded ; | 
„Tough even Continua Y Re- | 
ceived. | 1 


My G O D, Thou. art all Love': 
Not one poor Minute ſea [capes thy Breaſt, 
But 80 a Favour rom Above. 


Herb. 
Nothin raiſes Gratitude. 


Higher, T to perceive the 


Warm Heart of the Donor. So 
do we Love to be Loved, That 
with this we are moſt of all 


Affected. And what in the 


World is ſo much Prized? Fa 
man would give all the Subſtance 
of his Houſe for Love, it "would 
utterly be Contemned. Eccleſ. 8. 79 
And to Believe the Love that 

GOD 
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GOD has to me; Yea to 
think That ever he: ſhould ſo 
Love me, as to give his own 
Son. for me | O how much more 
does it Tranſpor t me! Gain up- 
on me — and Win 
me ! It ſets all my Study and 
Contrivance a work, What TI 
Hall Give, What 1 ſhall Do ; 
How I ſhall Carry, and Acquit 
me; S0 as to. Approve my 
Grateful Senfe of the Wonder- 
ful Kindneſs. I go Travelling 
then, to be Delivered of the 
Offspring Conceived: And 1 
cannot be Eaſy in my Mind, 
Till I have done ſomewhat to 
Expreſs the Thankfulneſs of my 
Heart. And when ] have done 
it, Yet do I not thinł it enough: 
But am ſtill upon the Plot, to 
do more. ' 


7? 


Such 
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Such a Grateful Heart is that 
rich Repoſitory, wherein Benefits 


conferr'd. are fafely Treaſured - 


up: and the beautiful Temple, 
in which they Shine like them- 
ſelves. And fuch Chewing up- 
on em helps us to Faſt, more 
than we can tell, how Sweet is 
the Reliſh of 'em. 

Such is the Genius of Grati- 
' tude. O that I may not only 
Defcribe it with my Pen, But 
Tranfcribe it in my Breaſt: 
And 'not Rob GOD of the 
Honour, nor my ſelf of the 
Pleaſure! That I may not be 
that ſkupid Creature, whom no- 
thing willOblige; But hereſhew 
the quickeſt of all. my Reſent- 
ments, and à Saul that knows 
how to make Muſick of that 
Love of GOD, which is the 
Sweeteſt thing in the World “ 
COS” | * 
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us That the whole courſe of 


Life may be an Implicit kind 

of Thankſei giving; To the 
Praiſe of that Grace, from 
which I have ſo high Obliga- 
tion; and of which I have fo 
deep a Senſe and hvely ay 
ee | 
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ECTS 


7, he higheſt Ae expreſt 


in = moſt Ardent Aﬀe- 
ction. RY 


Reatly to Admire, what is 

it but the finer Phraſe, 

moſt dearly to Love ? And as 
the Wonderful G O D is moſt 
of all to be Admired ;\ So we 
cannot more truly Admire him, 
than moſt fervently to Love 
him. . Our Love indeed is one 
of the greateſt Wonders in the 
Souls which he has made, Be- 
cauſe it makes us capable of U- 
nion even with Himielf ; and 
of Enjoying that infinite Good, 
which, except we do Love, we 
cannot have. But Love car- 
ries us to it, Poſſeſſes us of i, ; 

an 
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and makes all our Own: Lea, 


makes us infinitely Pleaſed, to 
find our felves ſo perfectly Sa- 
tisfied. 255 
Not to Love the moſt Amia- 
ble Good, the GOD of Love 


It makes me a Wonder, and a 


Monſter. Tis my fouleſt Re- 
proach, and my ſaddeſt Plague. 
For it makes me the greateſt 


Fool, to Refuſe that which is. 
the beſt Good; and makes me 


alſo a Wretch the moſt Accur- 
ſed, To turn my ſelf out of 


that Enjoyment , which alone 


can make me Bleſſed. In not 


Loving the Lord, O how do I 


Hate my felf, and for ever throw 
away: my. ſelf, 

But to Love the moſt Won- 
derful Good; and Him that has 


Loved me. with the moſt Won- 


derful Love, O how can I ever 
otherwiſe do my ſelf fo Great 
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a Good! And what can ever 
ſo Bleſs and Enrich me, as this 
Love! O how great is the Ho- 
nour and Happineſs, That I am 
in any Capacity for the Love 
of G OD! And is not this one 
of his mighty Wonders, To ad- 
mit of ſuch poor Unworthy 
Levers? For how could we 

ever have Preſum d upon it; 

h Had not Himſelf Emboldened, 

1 yea, and Commanded us to do. 
it 


But tho GOD be infinitely 
y Good, and. abſolutely the Belt 
of all in Himſelf; Let ſtill, 
7 the main Attractive of our Love 
| would be wanting, If he were 
not alſo the Beſt, Good for Vs; 
and ſuch a Good, as may be 
| Enjoyed by us. For we. only 
: Envy that Good, which is too 
Good for us; and Pine at the 
Bliſs, which is removed fart on 
of 
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of our. Reach. Still do we find 
ſome account of our Own, in 
the Loving of Another: Be- 
cauſe it is for our Profit, or for 
our Pleaſure. And indeed, e- 
ven He that Made us, does not” 


expect ſuch Miracles from us, 
That we ſhould Forget our ſelves, 
in the Loving of Him. (As 
ſome. Speculative Refiners with” 


ſuch Enthuſiaſtic Rhodomontade, 


would Spiritualize and Vex this 


Love, even out of the World.) 
For the Eord knows we cannot 


do it. When by the very Frame” 
of our Nature he has Taught 


us, yea, he has Neceſſitated us, 
to Deſire our own Good ; and 
to Love nothing any far- 


ther, than it Promotes that 
Happy End. Goodneſs has 


Charms to Draw us: But Kind- 
neſs has the Snares to Catch us. 
Therefore to the Glorious Dif- 


play 
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play of his Goodneſs before us, 
our Lord has alſo added the 
ſweet Experience of his Kindneſs 
to us: That, by ſuch a Two- 
fold Cord, he might Oblige and 
Secure us. „ op 
Now here is the Wonder of 
GO D's Love, That he Loved 
us, Not for any-thing that he 
is to Get by us; But only be- 
cauſe he has a Mind to beſtow 
the greateſt Kindneſs upon us. 
And even when he ſees us i our 
Blood, it 1s. the time of his Lowe 
to Pity us. Ezek. 16. 8. And 
after that his own Grace has 
made us Meet for it, Then 
does he farther Love us; So as to 
take Delight in us. But ftill 
our Love to him is the Product 
of his Love to us: And 'tis Bred 
and Fed by that which we per- 
ceive He is to us, and does for 
us. ; i 
8 And 
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And that we ſhould, ſo far 
as this, be Selfiſh in our Love of 
Him, He will take no Offence 
at it: Becauſe he knows we 
cannot Help it : But we ſhould 
be both Irrational and Unnatural 
Not to Love our ſelves. 
Indeed, we do beſt of all 
Love our felves in Loving our 
G OD. And when we Love 
him (as we ought to do,) more 


than our ſelves , We are but fo 


much the kinder to 'our ſelves : 
Becauſe he is ſo much Better 
than our ſelves. - And we have 
Nothing, and we Are nothing, 
in and of our ſelves ; But what 
is purely Derivative from Him, 
and Dependant upon him. So 


that we do the better Provide 


 forourownIntereft, and our own 
Pleaſure, in going as far as we 
can, Out of our ſelves into Him, 
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Becauſe, He being infinitely 
more Bleſſed than we, And our 
Love alſo making his Bleſſed- 
neſs our Own ; There do 'we 
find the unſpeakable Gain of this 
ſeeming Loſs : And are ſatisfied, 
That we can never Love our 
ſelves ſo well, as in Loving of 
Him the moſt: Becauſe this does 
not only Secure to us. our own 
Stock, (which is ſo very poor 
and Precarious, in our ownHands,) 
But alſo adds to it, out of His, 
infinitely more than all that 
which we call our Own. And 
fo, It is not only our Duty, to 
Love him above our ſelves; But 
our Policy, To paſs over a Leſ- 
ſer Good, that we may find a 
Greater ; and be Swallowed up 
in that GO D, who is infinite- 
ly Amiable and Good. 


And 
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And then, Be he never fo 
much Above us, That will more 
Pleaſe th. n Trouble us. For 
never do 128 that Hei 12 
which is my own Bliſs... 
when IL am convinced , That 

GO D is my Life and ny 
my. higheſt Good and 
neſs Everlaſting ; 
Infinity , that Beau Fate that 
Sweetnels, that. Pleaſure, gg 
that Glory and Eternity, 
prehended in ſuch a Ble 90 Oh. 
ject, does ſo Tranſp ort me with 
it; Till I even 'negle& my ſelf 
in Prefling. after it. Though 1 
cannot but ſtill Love my felt, 
even for the ſake of it; That 
I may have a Self, for ever- 
more to Enjoy it. 

But, O my Soul! What. is it 
that ſo Takes with me, in Fleſh 
and Blood ? At what is it, That 
1 o much do Wonder ? A fine 
Pi- 


appi- 


Joy, 
Then that 
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Picture? The ſurprizing Figure? 
Good Nature? Gay Humour? 
Sprightly Behaviour? The rich 
Cover of an .empty Nothing ? 
The Texture of a Silk- Worm? 
The Flutter of a Butterfly? Are 
Shades, and Paint, and Flaſh, 
and Noiſe more to me, than 
Subſtance, and Life, and Glo- 

ry, and Eternity ? Can I Melt 
in Carnal Pleaſure ; And not 
be Raviſh'd with all the Sweet- 
neſs and Fulneſs of GOD, 

bleſſed for- ever? Do J Wonder at 
Stately Buildings, and Furni- 
ture, and Gardens, and Equi- 
page; and all the fine Dirt, 
that Deceives, as well as Plea- 
ſes, the Noble and the Great? 
Yea, that gives a Cheaper, (if 

not Sweeter) Pleaſure to the 

By-ſtander, and wanton Svecta- 
tor; than to the drained Pr 
prietor , and careful Owner; 


J. ''Who 
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Who pays for All, and goes 
Crouching under the Load: 
While it Cofts the other No- 
thing; But to ſmile at the gay 
. Shew, and the Proud Man. 
O Wonder at Thy ſelf, Man, 
and be Aſham d of the Cheat. 
Stand no longer Admiring the 
ſilly Pageantry; But away to thy 
G OD: 1 3 = Ob- 
Jject, indeed Worthy all th 
jr Gra and W othy of al 
thy Love, even in the moſt 
flaming Paſſion. 
Leave the Children of this 
World to their Dunghill ; That 
Globe of Earth, ſo Catathreſt;- 
cally call'd the World : That dir- 
ty Hilloc,the little Tump, about 


which all the Swarms of Ants 


are ſo buſy, Crawling, and Set- 
ling, and -Pleaſing themſelves 
in what they are Erecting; As 
if they had All, and ſhould Fold 
1 
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it all for ever. When, alas, 
the Whole, that they have be- 
fore em, is but a Terrella, a 
piece of Clay ; ; That little Pla- 
vet, out of which they ll ſoon 
be Fir d. For the Earth and all 
the Works therein ſeal: be Burnt ups 
2 Pet. 3. 10. 


O the ſilly, Sordid Souls, that 


can fo Forget Themſelves, a8 


well as their GO D; and take 
up with a po 
Creation, for their Portion 
when even the Whole (if they 
had it, ) without Him, could 
give em no Satisfaction. / 
Leave em to the Dream and 
Cheat, of thinking to be Great 
and Hi 20 in the World; Where, 
alas, the Whole that ever they 


Aim at, is ſo very. ſmall and 


Mean; as but a poor Scrap, and. 
piciful Trifle. Leave em to. 
Graſp and Admire what Chri- 

, LA ſtianitx 


r Crumb of his 2 
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ſtianity Obliges em to Reneunce ; 
and what even Philoſophy 
would teach em to Contermn. 
Leave em to Court their Har- 


lots, and Adore their Mols: 
To feek only the Happineſs of 
aà Brute: None but what can be 


Taſted by the Mouth, and Cen- 
ters all in the Fleſh ; Reaching 
no further than the vile periſnin 


Body Leave em to Pleaſe 


themſelves with that, which 
ſhall not Pleaſe em but a very 


little while :.And then give em 


the Slip, To leave em Deſtitute 
and Forlorn, utterly Confound- 
ed, and for-ever Tormented. 


O my Soul Seek oud further, 


— 


and Look up Higher; Fly quite 


through and Over the Univerſe, 
beyond all that is Creature: 
To ſee and Admire and; Love 
and Enjoy that in the Ever- 
Bleſſed, which is infinitely 
Greater and Better. * 
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O ſhew the: Greatneſs of a 
Soul; which nothing but the 
Great GO D himſelf can Fill. 
And ſhew the Viſdom and Bra- 
very of that Soul, which knows 
its own Worth and Immortali- 
ty; To Aim at All; and take 
up à never-ending Ambition, 
To be Filled with all the Fulneſs 
f GOD: To inherit no leſs 
than an Infinite Felicity; and 
that which ſhall Abide the fame 
fill, to all Eternity. | 

For the Wonderful GOD. 


78 Himſelf, unknown Worlds 


of Wealth and Good; Trea- 
ſures and Pleaſures that are ne- 
ver failing, and will ftill be 
growing to an unknown Dutra- 
tion, without any ending. Lea, 
Himſelf is Infinite Perfection 


and Bliſs, Sweetneſs and De- 


light ;. Enough to Fill and O- 
verflow thy wideſt Capacity, : 


- x L 3 Qui- 
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Quiet the very utmoſt of all 
thy Cravings; But to Exceed . 
and abundantly Ourt-reach even 
all thy largeſt Viſbes, and all 
the very Higheſt of thy Thoughts. 
O Blefled GOD! So full 
of Wonders in Thy ſelf ! Shew 
the Wonders of thy Power and 
thy Love, upon this Soul, which 
thou haſt Made for Thy felf: 
In giving me ſtill further Infor- 
mation concerning Thee; and 
making me ſtill better Acquaint- 
ed with Thee: Yea, Engaging, 
and Enabling me more to Ad- 
mire Thee, and to Love thee : 
And alfo Setling and Securing | 
me ſo in the happy Frwtion of 
| thee ; That nothing may ever 
have the Power, to Pervert and 
Seduce. me another way : Bue 
ftill I may Live, and Grow, 
and Abound in thy Love ; And 
make it the ſweeteſt r_— 


of 


th aber 2 227 7 


1 of my Life, and the chiefeſt 
Joy of my Heart, as long as I 
1 am to Abide in this World, and 
1 BD hereafter in the Heavenly King- 
. dom of my GO D World 
| without and. Amen. 
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